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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
»iucational activity is one phase of the life of the American 
people which has not yet been fully and critically examined as it 
deserves. A wealth of untouched material relating to the educational 
history of Western Kansas awaits the industrious investigator. The 
mere fact that our present elaborate school system evolved from a one 
room "soddy" situated in the middle of the Kansas plains should 
provide the needed incentive for the ambitious investigator. 
If today we Americans stand on the threshold of a new era, with 
the opportunities and responsibilities of the most powerful nation the 
world has ever known, it is primarily because our forefathers did not 
lose sight of the fact that no natio can grow any faster than its 
schools. 
Problem 
It is the problem of this thesis, insofar as possible, to set 
forth the data necessary in giving one a composite history of the 
evolution of educational opportunities in Ness County, Kansas. To 
accomplish this it was necessary to trace the story of the schools, 
as well as the community, from their very inception in Ness County 
until the present time. The period to be covered in this study dates 
back to 1878 when the first schools were established, to the present 
time. 
Limitations of study 
This study is necessarily limited because of time and space 
as well as incompleteness of records to a presentation of the more 
important movements, trends and facts involved in the evolution of 
educational opportunities in Ness County. The elementary and 
secondary schools of Ness County, both public and parochial, are 
the only type of educational institutions to be covered in this 
study. 
Methods to be Used 
Although lack of material or research facilities are not to 
be used as an excuse, they are partially to blame for discrepencies 
that must eventually appear. 
2 
State and county reports as we 1 as local and church records 
have been a valuable source in obtaining material for this study. 
Autobiographies, reminiscent writingJ, letters, diaries and personal 
interviews supplied much important information that has never been 
printed. The library at Fort Hays Kansas State College served as the 
source for mu.oh of the early history of Ness County. Through the 
willing and cooperative efforts of the Office of the County Superin-
tendent, many invaluable facts concerning the schools of Ness County 
were obtained. The pictures of the schoolhouses reproduced in this 
study came from varied sources. 
3 
Related Research Studies 
The unpublished thesis of Clarence A. Schamber on "The Evolution 
of Schools in Phillips County, Kansas," 1949, on file at Fort Hays 
Kansas State College, and the thesis of Elmer L. Dougherty on "The 
Growth of Elementary and Secondary Education in Russell County, 
Kansas,• 1940, at the same college, are quite similar in nature. 
These two theses were quite valuable in that they offered various 
suggestions in the methods of gathering and formulating information. 
Two other unpublished theses on file at the same college that 
are also worthy of mention are those by Kathryn McLain, "History of 
the Development of Education in the Community of Hays, Kansas," 1938, 
and Father Alex G. Stremel, "Religious and FA.ueational Contributions 
of the German-Russians to the Development of ~sh and Ellis Counties, 
Kansas," 1948. 
There are several unpublished theses on file in other Kansas 
colleges that seem to be quite similar in nature. Of these there are 
two that seem to bear a close resemblance to this study. One is by 
Lloyd E. Smith, "A Historical Outline of the Territorial Common Schools 
in the State of Kansas," 1940, and is on file in the library of the 
Kansas State Teachers College of Emporia. The_other, by Ralpho. 
Hammer, "The Historical Development of the Eldorado Schools," 1940, 
is on file in the library of the Kansas State Teachers College of 
Pittsburg. 
CHAPTER II 
THE ORGANIZATION AND GROWTH OF NF.SS COUNTY, KANSAS 
A century ago Mr. Morse, the geographer, was telling the 
American schoolboy the story of the "Great American Desert." A 
decade later, Colonel Tom Benton supplemented the story of t he 
desert with a memorable speech in the Senate in which he character-
ized the whole country between the Missouri River and the mount ains 
as a •barren waste, incapable of successful agriculture and pract i-
cally uninhabitable to ctvilized men."1 
One hundred years brings marvelous changes. The Senator ' s 
speech and the geographer's story are rut memories of an ill usion . 
The desert has been transformed into a garden spot of the world . 
Its wonderously rich valleys reaching f rom the Missouri River to 
the mountains are now yielding grains t hat fill the storehouses of 
the world. Its hills and plains are the grazing grounds for the 
herds that feed millions. 
In Kansas alone-the great central st at e l ess t han a century 
old--a.n energetic people have performed what may be called a miracle 
of human progress. Within this century t hey have built 589 prosperous 
1. F.ditor of "The Daily World," Chicago, Hand 2! !i!.§.! 
County (Chicago: c. s. Burch Publishing Company, 1887) , P• 1. 
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cities and villages, 2 founded 43 universities and colleges,3 built 
more than 1,000 free public schools and have 8,950 miles of railways 
traversing this great state.4 
Only recently Kansas has led the wheat growing states with a 
production of 216,768,000 blshels.5 
In the heart of this great state is Ness County, the subject 
of this study, a county that, for productiveness of soil and agri-
cultural promise, ha.a no superior in the sunflower state. 
Ness County was created by an act of the Legislature in 1867 
and namecil in honor of Noah v. Ness, corporal of ·company G, Seventh 
Kansas CaYalry, who died of wounds received in battle at Abbyville, 
Mississippi, August 11, 1864.6 The boundaries were defined as follows: 
Commencing where the east line of range 21 west inter-
sects the 3d standard parallel, thence .south to the 4th 
standard parallel, thence west o the east line of range 
26 west, thence north to the 3d standard parallel, thence 
east to the place of beginning.7 
2. United States Department of Commerce, Governmental Units 
i!1 the United States (Washington: u. s. Government -Printing Office, 
1942), pp. 23-25 • 
. J. FA.ucation Directory, Higher Education, Part III (Washington: 
u. s. Government Printing Office, 1948-1949), pp. 49-51. 
4. Nineteenth Bienn1~1 Report gf. Kansas State Corporation 
Commission (Topekas State Printing Office, 1948), pp. 90-92. 
5. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Biennial Reports gt the 
State Board 2f Agriculture, 1945•1946, Volume XL, P• 363. 
6. Frank w. Blackmar, Kansas Cyclopedia (Chicago: Standard 
Publishing Company, 1912), P• 352. 
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In 1873 the boundaries of the county were enlarged to include an 
area of 1,080 square miles. Ness County is situated in the central 
part of the western half of the state and is bounded on the north by 
Trego and Gove Counties, on the east by Rush and Pawnee Counties, 
on the south by Hodgeman County, and on the west by Lane County.8 
It is rectangular in shape, measuring approximately 30 miles in 
width and 36 miles in length. 
Ness County did not settle rapidly at first and records show 
that prior to the spring of 1873 no one but two or three cattlemen 
lived in this area which was later to be designated as Ness County. 
At that time a Dr. S. G. Rodgers came from Chicago with a half a 
dozen families and settled here. He immediately proceeded to make 
up a fraudulent census showing a population of 600 inhabitants. 
After compiling this census, Mr. Rodgers then sent a petition for 
organization to the governor which he had signed with a number of 
names taken from a Kansas City directory. The petition was granted 
and o. H. Perry, Thomas Meyers, and John Rodgers were appointed 
special county commissioners, with Charles MaGuire as special county 
clerk. Smallwood was designated as the temporary county seat. 
Rodgers then called an election, and the following officers 
were electeds representative, Dr. S. G. Rodgers, wl;lo having control 
of the money belonging to the colony also acted as treasurer; county 
clerk, Charles MaGuire; clerk of the district court, Biward Haydn; 
s. ~- ill• 
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justice or the peace, John Lee. Bonds to the amount of $15,000 were 
voted to build a courthouse, a school house, and a bridge across 
Walnut Creek.9 
Rodgers took his seat in the state legislature on January 13, 
1874, and remained there for 30 days, when John E. Farnsworth, one of 
the cattlemen not in favor of county organization, exposed the frauds 
of Rodgers to the legislature. The legislature then appointed a 
committee to look into the organization of Ness County. 
The investigation made strange disclosures. The report of the 
investigating committee was that in their opinion there were not two 
hundred and fifty voters in the county at the time of the election, 
and that Mr. Rodgers was therefore not entitled to a seat i n the 
legislature. Upon presentation of a petition to Governor Osborne, 
the county was promptly disorganized. Rodgers was unseated in the 
legislature and took the money which had accrued from the sale of the 
bonds and left the country. The families which he had persuaded to 
come to Ness County nearly starved before they could get away. 
On April 11, 1880, the governor issued a proclamation reor-
ganizing the county, designating Sydney as the temporary county seat 
and appointing the follawing temporary officers: county clerk, James 
H. Elting; county commissioners, John E. Farnsworth, L. Weston, and 
10 L. E. Knowles. 
9. Ellen Magire, "History of Ness County," I!!! Ness County 
News. June 6, 1946. 
10. Loe. s,U. 
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probate judge, J. K. Barns; commissioners, J. s. Lightner, Wm. 
Harding and Samuel c. Kagrice.12 
Noah Shaw, who was elected to the office of clerk of the 
district court, was unable to provide bond required to serve in the 
office and left the county. He went to the eastern part of the 
state ostensibly to raise money for his bond, but committed suicide 
while there. R. J. McFarland was appointed to fill the vacancy 
caused by Shaw's death.13 
Probably the most serious setback to normal growth and develop-
ment that Ness County has ever had was the great land boom which 
swept this section of the state shortly after the county organization 
was completed. In a way this situation was comparable to the stock 
market speculation in the late "twenties" in which everyone partici-
pated, ending in a collapse of the market which wiped out the small 
speculators who had invested their savings in stocks. In the "Eighties" 
practically everyone in the county was involved in a giant land specu-
lation move that was sweeping the state. Towns sprung up over night, 
huge operations were common, and land dealers were realizing a terrific 
profit. Great quantities of land were acquired for the sole purpose 
of defrauding the mortgage companies. The owner of the land would 
make the necessary improvements, live on the land for a short period 
of time, secure a mortgage for two or three times the actual value of 
12. Frank w. Blackmar, .2J2• cit., P• 352. 
13. Ellen Magire, !gs. ill• 
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the land, and then leave the mortgage company hold a piece of land 
that was practically worthless. The collapse, which came in 1887, 
was inevitable. It involved everyone in this section of the state 
who, when prices went down, was lef't with property bought at boom 
prices. It took at least ten years to recover from this catastrophe, 
but today the only trace of the "boom0 that remains is a few deserted 
buildings, most of which were occupied for the brief space of a year 
or two. 
The railroads constituted an important factor in the develop-
ment and organization of Ness County. Between 1874, the date of the 
disorganization of the old Ness County, and 1880 little progress was 
made in the settlement of this section of the state. It was during 
this period that the Santa Fe Railroad, wishing to dispose of its 
thousands of acres of land in this section, advertised it widely in 
the east and soon thousands of settlers were coming into Ness County, 
and the census of 1880 showed three thousand inhabitants.14 During 
the boom which lasted from 1885 to 1890, a great railroad excitement 
prevailed, the result of which was the building of two lines acr oss 
the county; one, in the northern part under the name of Denver, 
Memphis and Atlantic, but really a part of the Union Pacific system, 
and the Chicago, Kansas and Western, a branch of the Santa Fe, passing 
through the central part of the county reaching Ness City the first 
week in January, 1887. Originally the Missouri Pacific line was 
14. I!:!!, Ness County News. August 17, 1929. 
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scheduled to angle south from LaCrosse to Ness City, but through a 
legal controversy between the two competing lines, the Santa Fe was 
awarded the right of way for the present road and the Missouri Pacific 
was extended west on its present route.15 
At the present time Ness County is traversed with an excellent 
system of highways as well as railways. Highway K-96 runs through 
the approximate center of the county from east to west. Highway U. s. 
283 nearly bisects the county from north to south. These two mac-
adamized roads cross at Ness City, the county seat, approximately in 
the center of the county. Highway K-4, an elevated graveled road, 
skirts the northern edge of the county running in an east-west direc-
tion. In addition to these fine highways, Ness County also boasts 
several hundred miles of improved secondary roads. 
A historical sketch of the county would not be complete without 
giving one some indication of its natural resources as well as physical 
characteristics. The general surface of the county is of the undu-
lating prairie type, very little of which is not tillable and nearly 
all of which is first class farm land. In the extreme northern part 
of the county the land slopes north toward the Smoky River; in the 
center is Walnut Creek with its tributaries, toward which the surface 
gradually slopes from the north and south; and in the southern part 
we have a slope southward to the Pawnee Creek. For a considerable 
distance adjacent to these streams are found thousands of acres of 
15. Ellen Magire, 12,£ • .s!.1• 
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splendid valley bottom land which is famous for its general productive 
qualities. Between the streams, and by far the greater portion of 
the county, is a level plain of excellent farm land which was origi-
nally covered with a thick growth of buffalo grass, but which was 
rapidly converted by prosperous and energetic farmers into large 
wheat fields. The timber belts along Walnut Creek are from 30 to 
40 rods in width and contain ash, cottonwood, elm, hackberry and 
box elder.16 
Ness County soil is a rich, black loam, and its fertility is 
not surpassed by any other soii on earth. It yields readily to the 
plow and is very easily converted into a thorough state of culti-
vation. It is adapted to the growing of nearly every kind of crop 
common in this section of the United States. Those principally grown 
by the farmers of Ness County are wheat , corn, rye, oats, barley, 
alfalfa and all kinds of forage crops. Sorghum, kafir, milo maize 
and millet yield large crops and afford an abundance of splendid feed 
for livestock. 
Ness County is strictly an agricultural county. The tendency 
of the farmers has been to cultivate a large acreage rather than 
giving more attention to a smaller one, but it is being demonstrated 
that it is more profitable to farm a smaller tract and do it well. 
Wheat is grown most extensively. Of the small grains barley and 
oats come next. By the year 1881 there were 7,245 acres pla,nted to 
16. Frank W. Blackmar, 12£. ill• 
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corn, and 1,693 acres were sown to wheat.17 '!'his compares to the 
400 acres of corn and 274,000 acres of wheat in 1946. 18 
The livestock industry is of great importance in Ness County. 
The pasturage is principally buffalo grass, which is unsurpassed for 
its nutritive qualities. It affords excellent grazing the year round, 
curing in the fall like hay and retaining its nutriment all winter. 
The clima~e is especially suited to this type of enterprise. The 
summers are usually quite long and the winters are mild. Frequently 
the weather continues mild as late as Christmas, and livestock need 
not be fed before this time. The average rainfall, recorded over a 
period of years is approx~tely twelve inches per year.19 Approxi-
mately three-fourths of the moisture comes during the summer months, 
thus affording ·favorable growing conditions for the crops. 
Before the prairie sod was broken up and the soil prepared 
for crops, cattle raising was the principal industry, and at that 
time there was a mild feud between the cattlemen and the farmers. 
There was at one time an agitation for the repeal of herd law led by 
some of the prominent citizens of the county. Herd law banned "free 
range" for big cattle interests, thus protecting the farmers. Their 
argument was that this was preeminently a cattle country and that the 
. 17. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Third Biennial Reports 
.2!: State Board gf Agriculture, 1882-1883, Volume IX, p. 368. 
18. Kansas State Board of Agriculture, Thirty-fifth Biennial 
Reports 9I. state Board~ Agriculture, 1945-1946, Volume XL, p. 279. 
19. ll!g., p. 451. 
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industry should not be curtailed by the restrictions of herd law. 
For several reasons known best to the early settlers, t he agitation 
tor the repeal of herd law died an uneventful death. Farming com-
bined with stock raising was the happy solution. 
As wheat farming expanded it opened up a pl ace f or a new type 
of industry, the flour mill. The first flour mill in t he county was 
the Ness City Roller Mills wilt in 1886. The cit izens of the town 
subscribed $1,000 for the new enterprise. The propr i etors wer e John 
Snow and A. F. Kirberg and their miller was Edward Broom, who became 
a well-known citizen of Ness City. The mill was l ater moved to Ransom 
in the early part of 1892.20 
In 1891 Fred C. and George A. Borthwick established the 
Borthwick Roller Mill in Ness City where i t oper ated until 1899 when 
they sold it to the Ness City Mill, Light and I ce Company, who con-
tinued to operate it as a mill and also as an electric light and ice 
plant until it burned in June, 1911.21 
It was during the boom period of the 18801s, when there was 
a great deal of speculation, that Ness County became the proud possessor 
of a sugar mill. At one time Kansas was considered somewhat of a 
sugar state, not beet sugar but sorghum sugar . As there is sugar in 
sorghum, and sorghum grows luxuriant l y (some years), the speculators 
thought they saw a chance to put Kansas on the map as a sugar state . 
20. Ness County~, July 25 , 1940. 
21. Ness County News, May 30 , 1940. 
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Thousands of dollars were sunk in sugar mills throughout the state, 
the largest mills being established at Topeka, Medicine Lodge, Fort 
Scott, Sterling and Conway Springs. The first sorghum sugar manu-
factured on a cemmercial seale was at Hutchinson in 1883. The Kansas 
Legislature of 1887 passed a sugar bounty law authorizing a bounty 
of two cents a pound on all sugar manufactured in the state from Kansas 
grown cane. It was for these reasons that the people of Ness County 
voted bonds and built a mill that was completed in 1889. The mill 
was a mammoth affair, being the largest in the United States. Before 
the mill had time to go into full scale operation it met an untimely 
end, going up in flames on August 23, 1890.22 
The mineral resources of Ness County are quite limited. 
Magnesiuni. limestone of the best quality and sandstone exist in large 
quantities. There are also small deposits of gypsum scattered 
throughout the county.23 
In the early spring of 1879 the community around Bazine was 
thrown into a state of intense excitement because of the fact that 
one of the settlers made the astonishing announcement that he had 
located a ail ver mine just south of the town of Bazine. A shaft was 
immediately put down in search of the precious metal. Men were hired 
to dig with pick axe and spade for one dollar a day. The old style 
22. Mr. o. L. Lenn.en, Ness City, Kansas. Personal interview, 
December 28, 1949. 
23. Frank W. Blackmar, loe. ill• 
16 
roller windlass was used to .bring the dirt and rock to the surface. 
The digging soon became so hard that it was impossible to go on, and 
at a depth of seventy feet the mine was abandoned indef init ely. The 
mine was never reopened and finally had to be completel y cover ed over 
because of the menace to livestock.24 
At the present time the oil play in Ness County constitutes 
one of its most valuable assets. The first well was drilled i n t he 
eastern part of the county several miles east of t he town of Bazine 
in the year 1928.25 This well, after a great deal of difficulty, was 
finally abandoned as a dry hole. The principal produci ng field in 
Ness County is the Aldrich pool, located several miles northwest of 
Ness City. According to the latest oil and gas report publi shed by 
the University of Kansas Geological Department, the Aldrich pool is 
credited with being an important oil reserve with a proven area of 
4,900 acres and 28 producing wells.26 
With a production of 2:!6,9f:IJ barrels in Ness County for the 
year 1948, the oil business became a near $700,000 annual asset in 
oil alone, to say nothing of the large amount pai d in royalties and 
lease money in the eounty.27 
24. Mrs. John Cole, Bazine, Kansas. Personal interview, 
December 23, 1949. 
25. Jiu.I County News, October 2:1, 1949. 
26. Loe. ill• 
2:1. Mr. o. L. Lennen, Ness City, Kansas. Personal interview, 
December 28, 1949. 
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The county was first settled along the Wal.put Creek starting 
near Bazine, in the eastern part of the county, and moving westward 
along the stream. Bazine is the oldest town and township in the 
county, the first settlers coming to Ness County settling in Bazine. 
The first settlers to locate in Ness County were Joe Dixon and a 
companion in October, 1872.28 Both of these men were bachelors. The 
first family to arrive was that of John Farnsworth.29 He proceeded 
to take up government land and build a dugout, the remains of which 
still may be seen on the bank of Walnut Creek a short distance east 
of Bazine. In a few months the county became more thickly settled 
and the settlers began pushing west establishing more towns and 
villages. Many of these early settlements grew rapidly, but after 
the boom period_ of the 18801s they disintegrated even more rapidly 
than they grew. Such names as Smallwood, Clarinda, Waterport, 
Schoharie, Sydney, once prosperous little settlements, are now just 
names in the annals of the Historical Society. Although their names 
are not seen on maps or in the news of the day, the marks of their 
existence are still to be seen and it will be years before the last 
vistage of their existence will disappear. 
At present there are several thriving villages and towns in 
Ness County. Grouped according to population they are: Ness City, 
Bazine, Ransom, Utica, Arnold, Brownell, and Beeler. A brief history 
28. ~- ill• 
29. Mrs. John Cole, Bazine, Kansas. Personal interview, 
December 2.3, 1949. 
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of these towns will be presented later in conjunction with the hi story 
of their schools. The census of the county by years is listed i n 
Table I. 
A few of the first homebuilders are still living in the county, 
and it is interesting to hear them tell how they hunted t he buffal o 
and the antelope; built sod houses and dugouts; broke prairie; went 
through the drought era; witnessed the change in climatic condi tions; 
and the return of starved out settlers, bringing back with t hem people 
and capital; and how today they are rejoicing because the county is 
well settled with a happy prosperous people. 
Where once stood the sod house and the dugout now stand beaut i -
ful improved homes. There was nothing beautiful about the sod house , 
but it seems that many of the early settlers have many happy memories 
attached to their first wester home, the Kansas "soddy.n On the 
following page is a repring of an early "aristocrat i c" sod house, so 
called because it had a shingle roof, the first of its type in Nees 
County. 
To the early homesteader of Ness County the problem of 
furnishing shelter for his family was always of utmost importence. 
The following account was given by an early settler of Ness County. 
Upon arrival the would-be homesteader scarcely took t i me to 
eat or sleep before he took t he ol d plow off t he side of the 
wagon and began to break sod wit h which to build himself and 
his family a place of shelter. The family usually consisted 
of one to a half a dozen children. The wife often t ook t he 
spade and cut the sod into lengths of about two feet , and 
sometimes helped to load them on the wagon and later hel ped 
ta lay the walls of the house. After the walls were finished , 
a trip to the nearest stream, the Pawnee or the Walnut , f or 
willows. These were laid thickly over the ridge-pol e and 
rafters; over these was placed dirt and clay until it was 
heavily covered at which time the roof was pronounced 
finished. Did the roof ever leak? Of course it did, if 
it happened to rain, which wasn't often, but it wasn't 
much trouble to move the bed and the chip box and with 
the exception of a small stove, this was about all the 
furni tu.re a homesteader possessed. The noor was made 
smooth, just good old Ness County dirt, and the house was 
ready tor occupancy.30 
30. Mrs. John Cole, Bazine, Kansas. Personal interview, 
December 23, 1949. 
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The early pioneer had few luxuries and at times barely the 
essentials of life, but they were courageous, patient, self-sacrificing 
and thrifty. They were progress! ve and industrious, and it was not 
long until the sod schoolhouse made its appearance on the western 
plains. An attempt will be made in the next chapter to give some 
indication of the evolution of educational opportunities in Ness 




POPULATION TRENDS AND ASSESSED VALUATION IN NF.SS COUNTY, KANSAS 
.Popu- Assessed Popu- Assessed 
Year lation Valuation Year lati on Valuation 
1881 2,.38.3 1900 4,.361 1, 452 ,879 
1882 2,930 1901 4,7Cl'I 
1883 2,769 1902 4,792 1,436,727 
1884 2,681 439,65.3 190.3 4,976 
1885 .3,096 1904 5,172 1,545, 374 
1886 4,.329 747,752 1905 5,383 
1887 6,996 19o6 5,515 1,248,911 
1888 6,865 1,870,200 19CI'/ 5,501 
1889 5,.305 1908 5,709 5,899 ,730 
1890 4,766 1,518,22.3 1909 5,556 
1891 4,121 1910 5,727 10,835,619 
1892 4,.3.32 1,564,569 1911 6,240 
189.3 4,790 1912 6, <r/5 10,130,663 
1894 4,501 1,718,419 1913 6,ll.3 
1895 .3,785 1914 6, <r/5 10,140,721 
1896 3,970 1,341,896 1915 5, 547 
1897 3,861 1916 6,610 1.3 , 382, 237 
1898 4,039 1,2.35,669 1917 7,225 
1899 4,225 1918 6,998 17,949,'337 
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TABLE I (Continued) 
POPULATION TRENDS AND ASSF.SSED VALUATION IN ~S COUNTY, KANSAS 
Popu- Assessed Popu- Assessed 
Year lation Valuation Year lation Valuation 
1919 7,006 19.35 8,084 
1920 7,123 20,YJ6,499 19.36 8,128 13,2.36,815 
1921 7,466 19.37 8,13.3 
1922 7,6<19 18,278,.374 19.38 7,592 12,740,068 
192.3 7,571 1939 7,1.37 
1924 7,.326 18,266,898 1940 6,954 12,629,87.3 
1925 7,636 1941 6,697 
1926 7,635 18,748,199 1942 6,441 1.3,905,226 
1927 7,415 1943 6,.364 
1928 7,557 18,782,211 1944 6,222 15,408,559 
1929 7,726 1945 6,081 
19.30 7,769 20,22.3,689 1946 6,325 18,3.34,438 
1931 8,025 1947 6,578 
l~.32 s,40.3 17,2.36,191 1948 6,267 
193.3 8,.3.30 1949 6,489 
19.34 8,185 14,112,552 
~ansas State Board of Agriculture, Biennial Reports~~ 
State Board 2t Agriculture, 1881•1946; Kansas State Board of Agriculture, 
Population .2! Kansas, 1947-1949. 
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TABLE II 
POPULATION TRENDS OF NESS COUNTY, KANSAS* 
Year Bazine Ness City Ransom Utica Brownell Beeler 
1901 467 lll 85 
1902. 454 142 111 76 
190.3 486 152 127 85 
1904 521 195 130 66 
1905 546 177 174 94 
1906 537 197 18.3 75 
19(17 65.3 155 18.3 102 
1908 650 199 190 
1909 646 204 206 
1910 740 200 2.37 
1911 802 225 270 
1912 740 198 285 
191.3 760 160 262 
1914 768 170 26.3 
1915 67'!, 201 243 
1916 et'/0 258 286 
1917 982 285 .300 
1918 769 256 294 1.37 
1919 722 252 2.31 
1920 7CEJ 272 243 
TABLE II (Continued) 
POPULATION TRENDS OF NESS COUNTY, KANSAS 
Year Bazine Ness City Ransom Utica Brownell Beeler 
1921 878 269 3.32 
1922 879 .388 32.3 
192.3 955 .3.34 .315 201 
1924 838 ·:331 306 
192_5 301 1,003 .326 3.30 202 
1926 .320 1,055 .35.3 .34.3 180 
1927 320 1,029 371 .3.39 168 
1928 337 1,0-.n .342 .350 178 
1929 351 1,1.35 .385 374 178 
19.30 427 1,192 376 408 181 
19.31 .325 1,405 m .355 180 
19.32 410 1,499 .362 371 186 
19.3.3 .395 1,494 349 .386 192 ll8 
19.34 .381 1,477 362 .384 183 11.3 
19.35 .381 1,562 414 372 172 89 
19.36 .370 1,620 444 412 17.3 91 
1937 .366 1,59.3 456 441 194 97 
19.38 .366 1,599 440 4.31 189 90 
19.39 m 1,577 381 .326 157 84 
1,40 377 1,447 .368 .347 16.3 71 
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TABLE II (Continued) 
POPULATION TRENDS OF NESS COUNTY, KANSAS 
Year Bazine Ness City Ransom Utica Brownell Beeler 
1941 .359 1,378 367 321 163 65 
1942 301 1,284 .369 325 154 64 
1943 312 1,23.3 .375 284 127 
1944 .318 1,2.37 .356 296 145 
1945 3'ZI 1,200 366 710 149 
1946 .354 1,26.3 368 .349 159 
1947 4CJ7 1,568 .376 3.38 174 
1948 443 1,.345 400 367 162 
1949 430 1,606 387 .368 144 
ttl{ansas State Board of Agriculture, Biennial Reports g!: 
State Board £I, Agriculture, 1900-1946; Kansas state Board of Agriculture, 
Population gf Kansas, 1947-1949. 
CHAPI'ER III 
THE GROWTH OF SCHOOLS 
"Religion, morality and knowledge, being necessary to good 
government and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of 
education shall forever be enoou.raged."1 It was in these words that 
the drafters of the Ordinance of 17f!7 sought to stimulate education 
in the territories formed in the middle west. Congress also gave 
added impetus to the education movement by following a liberal policy 
of setting aside certain tracts of land for school use. Section .34 
of the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 provided: 
And it shall be further enacted that when the lands in the 
said territories shall be surveyed under the government of 
the United States preparatory to being the same in sections 
sixteen and thirty-six in each township and the same being 
hereby reserved for the purpose of being a~plied to the 
schools in the territory and in t estate. 
Scarcely more than a yeu had elapsed after the organization 
of the Kansas territory when the first territorial legislature passed 
the first school law, and from that date the history of the public 
school system of Kansas began: 
There shall be established a common school or schools, 
in each of the counties of this territory, which shall be 
open and free for every class of white citizen between the 
ages of five and twenty-one yeus, provided that persons 
1. D. E. Clark,~ West 1!1 American History (New York: 
Thomas Crowell Company, 19.37),p. 390. 
2. D. W. Wilder, Annals gl, stre g! Kansas~ 1541-1885 
(Lawrenoes Kansas Publishing House, 1886, P• 125.3. 
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over the age of twenty-one years may be admitted into such 
schools on such terms as the trustees of such district may 
direct.3 
Most of the constitutions of these newly formed states contained 
clauses deel.ing with education. Section Two, Article Six of the 
Constitution of the State of Kansas reads as follows: 
The legislature shall encourage the promotion of intel-
lectual, moral, scientific and agricultural improvement, 
by establishing a uniform system of common schools, and 
schools of a higher grade, embracing moral preparatory, 
collegiate and university departments.4 
D-espite these encouragements and expressions of pious hopes, 
progress in the field of public education was slow and beset with 
many reverses. In many instances the frontier period had passed 
before the ideal of free public schools was realized in the majority 
of the western states. The frontier people were concerned primarily 
with the problems of settling a new country. They were poor and 
opposed to all issues that would increase taxation without benefiting 
them in the immediate future. 
Many of the early schools were public in the sense that they 
were supported by local levies or -rate bills, but the majority of 
these early schools were "subscription schools.• These schools were 
maintained by the parents of the pupils in attendance. In the smaller 
towns and throughout the rural areas in the log and sod schoolhouses, 
3. A. T. Andreas, History 2! State 2f Kansas (Chicago: 
A. T. Andreas, 1883), p. 348. 
4. Noble L. Prentis,! History 2f Kansas (Winfield: E. P. 
Geer, 1889), P• 348. 
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with their log seats and oiled-paper windows, migratory and usually 
ill-prepared teachers taught the children ef the pioneers the rudiments 
of reading, writing and arithmetic. The terms were usually short, 
wages were at a very low figure and schoolbooks were indeed a luxury. 
These were the sorrowful circumstances under which the first schools 
of Ness County were established. 
The first schoolhouse built in the county was the old Bazine 
schoolhouse which stood on the south side of the road (now known as 
K-96) in what is now called "old Bazine.~ Work on this small one-
room building began in 1875 and was completed approximately a year 
later. The land was then owned by Mr. B. F. Garrett and generously 
contributed by him. The men of the community contributed their 
share of work and materials. The structure was a typical sod building, 
roofed with leafy branches and t rees from nearby Walnut Creek. The 
mason work was done by E3ward Vaugh and a Mr. Kidd. 
The school was known as a subscription school as money was 
raised to pay the teacher by placing a levy of one doll ar a pupil 
on their pa.rents. The school board at that time was Mr. J. Farnsworth 
and Mr. B. F. Garrett. The first teacher hired by this board was Miss 
Nina Swink who boarded around with the parents of the pupils. 
This early subscription school continued to operate until 1879 
when school district number 19 was formed. A new building was then 
erected directly north of the old building, and is the present F.dward 
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Loos home. It was constructed of native rock and the land was again 
contributed by Mr. B. F. Garrett.5 
While there is considerable discrepancy among the records as 
to how many schools actually existed before the county was organized, 
it is estimated that approximately four of these schools were actually 
in operation. The earliest schools were established in eastern 
sections of the county, near the village of Bazine, as this part of 
the county was settled first. 
There were few children in Ness County during the years pre-
ceding its organization, and it was not until after 1900 that it 
began to settle quite rapidly. In 1879 when Ness County was attached 
to Pawnee County for school purposes, J. w. Miller was appointed 
Deputy County Superintendent of Ness County, Kansas. By January 1, 
1880, Superintendent Miller had orga ized twenty-two school districts. 
The first schools conducted under organized districts were those of 
districts number 1 ed 2, organized in June, 1879.6 
A history of the school districts organized in the county, 
along with their present status, is shown on the following pages:7 
5. Lee Ferguson, "History of Bazine School District," 1933. 
6. "Record of School Districts, Ness County," Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, p. 34. 
7. "Record of School Districts, Ness County," Superintendent 











Number Organized Later Status 
13 August 28, 1879 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Districts Number 90 and 92. 
14 August 25, 1879 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 90. 
15 September, 1879 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 90. 
16 September 22, 1879 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Districts Number 90 and 91. 
17 September 30, 1879 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 91. 
18 December, 1879 Operating at the present time. 
19 December,·1879 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Di strict Number 91 
20 December 12, 1879 Disorganized by special act of 
the Kansas Legislature March 6, 
1899, and attached to District 
Number 17. 
21 December 15, 1879 Disorganized by attaching all 
of the territory to District 
Number 18, May 5, 1883. 
22 December 20, 1879 Disorganized under the 1945 Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 91. 
23 January 26, 1880 Disorganized under the 1945 Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 90. 
32 
District Date 
Number Organized Later Status 
24 March 20, 1880 No records. 
25 April 20, 1880 Disorganized shortly after its 
organization. 
26 July 28, 1880 Disorganized and all of the 
territory of this district taken 
into Joint-1, September 8, 1882. 
Octeber, 1880 Disorganized shortly after its 
organization 
28 November Z7, 1880 This district was enlarged 
under the Reorganization Laws 
of 1945 and is operating at 
the present time. 
29 November Z7, 1880 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 93. 
30 December 4, 1880 This district was enlarged 
under the Reorganization Laws 
of 1945 and is operating at 
the present time . 
31 January 28, 1881 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 93. 
32 March 5, 1881 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 91. 
33 March 5, 1881 Disorganized under the 1945 Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 91. 
34 March 8, 1881 Disorganized under the 1945 Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Joint-28 with territory 
extending into Rush County. 
3.3 
District Date 
Number Organized Later Status 
35 September 8, 1881 Disorganized by attaching all 
of the territory to District 
Number 27 on January 15, 1884. 
36 - October 11, 1881 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Joint-21. 
37 D,ecember 10, 1881 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 90. 
38 December 10, 1881 Disorganized shortly after its 
organization. 
.39 January 28, 1882 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Districts Number 90 , and 91. 
40 February 13, 1882 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Districts Number 92 and 
Consolidated-1. 
41 September 25, 1886 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Joint-21. 
42 March ll, 1882 Disorganized April 7, 1910, and 
attached to District Number 14, 
June 7, 1910, such action being 
taken by the County Commissioners. 
43 March 17, 1883 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Union-1 and Joint-21. 
Joint-20 March ll, 1882 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Joint-21 with territory 
extending into Trego County. 
34 
District Date 
Number Organized Later Status 
Joint-1 September 8, 1882 Operating at the present time. 
44 January 13, 1885 Consolidated with District Number 
29 in 1945. 
45 January 13, 1885 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Joint-28 with territory 
extending into Rush County. 
46 October 2, 1885 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Districts Number 90 and 91. 
47 October 24, 1885 Disorganized April 4, 1906, 
and attached to District Numper 
16. 
48 January 23, 1886 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Districts Number 93 and 
Joint-28. 
49 May ,15, 1886 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 90. 
50 June 5, 1886 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 90. 
51 June 19, 1886 Disorganized under the 1945 Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 92. 
52 August 6, 1886 Disorganized on June 7, 1944, and combined with Districts 
Number 53, 64, and 72 to form 
the new Consolidated-1. 




Number Organized Later Statu.e 
54 August 14, 1886 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 92. 
55 August 14, 1886 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 92. 
56 September 11, 1886 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Districts Number 92 and 
Joint-28 with territory extending 
into Rush County. 
57 September 18, 1886 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Joint-21. 
58 March 7, 1887 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 91. 
59 Maroh 18, 1887 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Districts Number 92 and 
Consolidated-lo 
60 March 18, 1887 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 28. 
61 March 25, 1887 Disorganized May 29, 1919, and 
consolidated with Districts 
Number 25, 63, and 81 forming 
Union-1. 
62 March 26, 1887 Disorganized under the 1945 Reorganization laws and attached 
to Joint-21. 
63 April 26, 1887 Disorganized May 29, 1919, and consolidated with Districts 




Number Organized Later Status 
64 May 5, 1887 D,isorganized on June 7, 1944, 
and combined with school 
Districts Number 52, 53, and 72 
to form Consolidated-1. 
65 May 18, 1887 Thie district is retained with-
out change but is not operating 
a school at the present time. 
66 May 19, 1887 Disorganized November 1, 1900, 
by order of the County 
Commissioners for the reason 
that it was depopulated. 
67 May 20, 1887 Disorganized by the legis• 
lature to take effect June 1, 
1903, and the territory was 
attached to District Number 23. 
68 June 1, 1887 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Districts Number 90 and 9lo 
69 June 2, 1887 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Joint-21. 
70 July 29, 1887 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Districts Number 28 and 30. 
71 September 5, 1887 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Joint-21. 
72 October 31, 1887 Disorganized on June 8, 1944, 
and combined with District 
Numbers 52, -53, and 64 to form 
Consolidated-1. 
73 April 24, 1888 Disorganized under the 1945 Reorganization Laws and attached 




Number Organized Later Status 
74 June 1, 1888 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Districts Number 90 and 30. 
75 April 2, 1888 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 93. 
76 May 22, 1889 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Districts Number 91 and 93. 
June 6, 1900 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Districts Number 93 and 
Joint-21. 
78 November 1, 1900 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 93. 
79 March 17, 1902 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Joint-21. 
80 September 19, 1905 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to Districts Number 90 and 92. 
81 March 5, 1908 Disorganized May 29, 1919, and 
consolidated with Districts 
Number 25, 61, and 63 forming 
Union-1. 
82 July 24, 1908 Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 91. 
83 June 9, 1910 Disorganized under the 1945 Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 93. 
District Date 
Number Organized 
84 June 7, 1917 
85 July 13, 1918 
Union-1 May 29, 1919 
38 
Later Status 
Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization Laws and attached 
to District Number 91. 
Disorganized under the 1945 
Reorganization- Laws and at ached 
to District Number 90. 
Union-1 was formed by the con-
solidation of Districts Number 
25, 61, 63, and 81 District 
Number 38 was attached June 29, 
1921. 
Ness County developed quite rapidly after its organization 
in 1880, and its schools develo in quite a similar pattern he 
first school districts were organized in 1879, and by January 1, 
1880, the county boasted twenty-two organized districts 8 The first 
year that the state Superintendent carried a report of Ness County 
the Biennial Report showed twenty-five organized districts in 1880.9 
By 1890 there were seventy-four organized distric s, an increase of 
forty-nine districts in ten years .10 This was the greatest total 
8. llig., P• 34. 
9. Kansas Department of Public Instruction, Biennial Reports 
2f State Superintendent, 1879-1880, p. 25. 
10. "Record of School Districts, Ness County, Superintendent 

























4 1 36 







14 Ness City 















f <! ci n, 39 
58 
























number of districts organized in the county, and from the year 1900, 
in which the number of districts was seventy-four, the number began 
a slow, steady decline. By the end of the 1948-49 school year there 
were only sixteen organized districts in Ness County.11 
There had been considerable agitation over a period of years 
for reorganization and consolidation of a large number of elementary 
schools within the county. The patrons of the schools could easily 
understand the advantages and economies that these consolidations 
would present to them and their children. Through foresight and hard 
work, they had reduced the number of elementary districts to sixty-
nine by the end of 1945. It remained for the school reorganization 
laws of 1945 and 1947 to give added impetus to an already growing 
reorganization movement. Since 1945 the sixty- nine elementary school 
districts in Ness County ve been reorganized into sixteen districts. 
The final result was the enlarging of four districts creating six new 
districts, one by attaching two districts and parts of three others to 
McCracken, a joint district with Rush County and retaining six districts 
with their present boundarie~. This reduced the one-teacher distr icts 
from 62 to 8, enlarged the grade elementary school districts to 
approximately the size of the rural high school districts. District 
Number 90 was made the largest in the county with an area of 280 
square miles. Six districts in the southeast corner of the county 
remain unchanged because of their joint district problems. Of the 
11. !!!ll County School Directory. 1949-50, County Superintendent 
of Public Instruction. 
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districts in Ness County, nine are one-teacher districts, and seven 
are two or more teacher districts.12 
The people of Ness County are quite proud of the fact that 
the county ranks second in the state in percentage of reduction of 
elementary school districts. The highest percentage was that of 
Chautauqua County with 80 per cent while Ness County follows closely 
with 77.7 per cent.13 
The photo on the following page is a reprint of one of the 
early schools in Ness County. This school .was known as the Cleveland 
School, District Number 37, and was located approximately five miles 
southeast of Ness City. During this school year (1889) there were 
thirty-six pupils enrolled in school, several of which were consider-
ably older than the teacher. Miss V. M. Sevedge was the teacher, 
and her salary for the twen y-four week term of school was $20 per 
month. The curricul~ consisted of the McGuffie Reader, history, 
geography, arithmetic and orthography.14 
The school in the photograph is a typical example, not only 
of the early Ness County schoo~s, but of all the early schools of 
12. Research Department, Kansas Legislative Council, Reorgani-
zation g! School Districts in Kansas, 1945-46. Publication No. 140, 
June, 1946, P• 49. 
13. ,Illi., P• lo 
14. "Annual Report of Clerk of District Number 37 to County 
Superintendent, 1889. Ness County Superintendent's Office. 
the western plains. Education in these schools was at a minimum. 
The children furnished their own books and this definitely was not 
an impressing array of the tools of learning. The parents brought 
the old texts from their home in the east and often in a class there 
would be three or four different kinds of geography books or readers. 
This caused an utter lack of uniformity and impeded progress. The 
course of study as set forth by the Legislature of 1889 was as 
follows: 
That in each and every district shall be taught orthography, 
reading, writing, English grammar, geography, and arith-
metic; and such other branches as may be determined by the 
43 
district board: Provided, that the instruction given in 
the several branches taught shall be in the English 
language.15 
As a general rule the teachers were ill-suited to teach, 
insofar as academic qualifications were concerned. Obviously it 
was impossible to supply this region with well-educated instructors 
from the east, and as schools increased it became increasingly 
difficult to get qualified teachers. Each county granted certifi-
cates and the standard was determined wholly by the county super-
intendent. Teacher examinations were advertised to be held on 
certain days at different places throughout the county. Often these 
examinations were of a most perfunctory nature. There were a few 
questions in geography, grammar, and arithmetic. If the prospective 
teacher could answer these questions she was immediately given a 
certificate. 
The salary paid to the early teachers was, in itself, not 
suggestive to any young man or woman to enter the teaching pro-
fession. Through the history of Ness County schools the salary 
schedule for women has been lower than that for men teachers. The 
lowest average salary ever paid in the community was in 1882 when 
the men received an average of $18.80 and women $15.78 per month.16 
15. State Superintendent of Public Instruction, .Y!!! .!:2!: 
Regulation .rwg_ Support .2f Common Schools, 1889, P• 37. 
16. Kansas Department of Public Instruction, Biennial Report 
g! !!!! Superintendent, 1881-82, P• 12. 
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This figure is an average of the forty school districts and by no 
means approaches either extreme of the salary scheduleo 
TABLE III 
NESS COUNTY SCHOOL STATISTICS* 
Average Total EKpendi-
No. of No. of Pupils Weeks of tures for all 
Year Districts in School School School Purposes 
1880 25 309 13.4 324.00 
1881 
1882 40 
188.3 4.3 271 10.s 2,577.71 
1884 39 257 11.0 3,722.20 
1885 42 684 10.6 .3,994.25 
1886 47 916 12.5 5,368.75 
1887 67 1,387 12.6 10,918.55 
1888 72 1,706 16.6 34,417.80 
1889 74 1,560 21.8 30,720.61 
1890 74 1,426 23.0 24,501.02 
1891 74 1,217 22.0 17,007.89 
1892 74 1,316 24.5 17,649.34 
189.3 74 1,74.3 23 21,222.08 




No. of No. of Pupils Weeks or tures tor all 
Year Districts in School School School Purposes 
1896 
1897 74 960 20.75 15,740.64 
1898 74 1,375 20.75 16,185.89 
1899 74 1,300 22.70 18,756.91 
1900 74 1~421 25.70 17,872.70 
1901 74 1,522 24.0 18,428.55 
1902 
1903 73 1,565 24.45 27,397.07 
1904 73 1,628 24.0 20,355.47 
1905 73 1,700 23.0 26,421.51 
1906 71 1,833 24 27 ,209 .30 
1907 71 1,814 29 28 ,469 .24 
1908 73 1,859 29 21, 427 .92 
*Kansas Department of Public Instruction, Biennial Reports 2l, 
!!'!! State Superintendent, 1879-80, 1907-08. 
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TABLE IV 
NESS COUNTY SCHOOL STATISTICS* 
Average Salary Average Salary Number of 
Year of Men of Wqmen Mill Levy Teachers 
1880 21.s8 15.25 25 
1881 
1882 18.80 15.78 
188.3 24.00 21.00 11.09 25 
1884 26 • .33 24.58 1.3.0 26 
1885 29.00 24.20 12 20 
1886 29.75 24.35 15 31 
1887 30.00 21.00 13.4 51 
1888 31.55 26.74 13.5 77 
1889 34.12 29.70 12.0 89 
1890 34.31 30.74 13o3 
1891 .30.02 28.15 12.6 75 
1892 35.28 29.26 13 75 
189.3 ,36.88 29.21 10.5 81 
1894 .34.00 29.61 9.6 76 
1895 
1896 
1897 3.3085 28.3.3 12.78 . 71 
1898 34.90 ';.7.35 13.25 70 
47 
Average Salary Average Salary Number of 
Year of Me:n of Women Mill Levy Teachers 
1899 .35.14 28 • .39 13.43 70 
1900 .35.40 29.40 12.58 71 
1901 34.53 .30.47 13.0 75 
1902 
190.3 36.27 29.81 14.7 79 
1904 41.00 3.3.00 14.1 81 
1905 40.00 38.00 15.9 80 
1906 45.00 40.00 16.8 78 
1907 47.Z"I 4.3.82 12.8 81 
1908 52.20 4.3.79 16.0 80 
*Kansas Department of Public Instruction, Biennial Reports gl 
State Superintendent, 1879..SO, 1907...08. 
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Throughout the homestead period on the prairies it was quite 
regular for a bright student finishing the elementary rural school 
to go to a normal institute, take the examination at its close, and 
if successful, teach pupils of the same grade he had finished in 
the spring. Teachers of this kind, although possibly well-grounded 
in the work they taught, had little general knowledge and information 
to transmit to their pupils. 
Ness County has always maintained a teachers' institute, 
beginning in 1884 and continuing through the years, the last insti-
tute being held in the summer of 1949.17 These Normal Inst itutes , or 
Normals as they were originally called, were for the express purpose 
of training new teachers for the profession. The institutes were 
usually abeut of four weeksf duration, varying slightly from year 
to year. They were originally held during the summer months and 
that custom still prevails. The institute, as it exists at the 
present time, is not looked upon as a program to prepare new teachers, 
but rather as a type of in-service training for employed teachers. 
The State Legislature; in 1889, passed a law requiring the 
County Superintendents to "hold annually, in their respective counties, 
for a term of not less than four weeks, a normal institute for the 
instruction of teachers and those desiring to teach.n18 
17. Ness County~, Normal §upplement, June 27, 1896. 
18. "Annual Report of Clerk of District Number •.37 to County 
Superintendent," 1889. Ness Cmmty Superintendent's Office. 
49 
The early teachers of Ness County, desiring to further their 
means of education, formed the Ness County Teachers' Association in 
1889. There were thirty charter members, and the officers for the 
first year were: 19 president, Mary L. King; secretary, c. N. Harkness. 
A constitution was also drawn up and accepted in which the purpose 
of the Association was stated as follows: "Our object shall be 
mutual . improvement of the teachers of Ness County and awakening of 
more interest in educational matters. 1120 
The Ness County Teachers' Association, at the present time, 
has a membership of 101 members. Generally the Association meets 
three times a calendar year. The present officers of the Association 
are as follows: president, miward Brenner; vice-president, Herb 
Barkley; secretary-tree.surer, 'David Foos.21 
The county superinte dents that have served Ness County since 
its organization have added much to the educational opportunities 
now being offered. Since the organization of Ness County, there 
have been nineteen persons in the Office of County Superintendent. 
Mr. F. A. Goodrich was the first county superintendent after the 
organizat1on of the county in 1880. 
19. "Teachers• Association Records," 1889-1910. Office of 
Ness County Superintendent of Public Instruction, p. 15. 
20. "Constitution of Ness County Teachers' Association, 1889." 
Office of Ness County Superintendent of Public Instruction. 
21. "Teachers• Association Records," 1949. Office of Ness 




188<>-81 F. A. Goodrich 
1881-85 N. G. Carpenter 
1885-89 J.M. Muttle 
1889-95 Mies K. Harkness 
1895-99 o. L. Lennen 
1899-1901 J. L. Bistline 
1901-0.3 Agnes Blair 
190.3-05 Miss K. Harkness 
1905..()9 JU~s E. Salisbury-
19<Y1•1.3 Miss E. Hamilton 
191.3-2.3 Edna Robinson 
192.3-24 Vida Holenbeck 
1924 ... .3.3 Mattie Mitchell 
19.3.3-.39 C. L. Williams 
19.39-40 Loo. Yasmer 
194D-44 Valis Rockwell 
1944-45 Freda Rockwell 
1945-46 Lorita Farrell 
1946-50 Dorcas Cole 
*Ness County Superintendent of Public Instruction, "Annual 
Reports," 1880-1949. 
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Number of Average Salary 
Year Teachers Enrollment Per Month 
1928-29 65 990 $ 98 
1929-30 65 975 $100 
19.30-31 64 896 $ 98 
1931 .. .32 _ 6.3 882 $ 95 
1932-.33 64 896 $ 89 
1933•34 67 983 $ 78 
1934•.35 65 925 $ 55 
19.35-36 64 859 $ 54 
1936-37 6.3 751 $ 53 
- 19.37-.38 61 7.32 $ 57 
1938-39 
19.39-40 5.3 588 $ 52 
1940-41 5.3 561 $ 69 
1941-42 46 465 
1942 .. 43 45 4'Z7 
1943-44 4.3 408 
1944-45 .38 .376 
1945-46 .36 370 
1946-47 6 84 












A vera.ge Salary 
Per Montp 
*Kansas Department of Public Instruction, Biennial Reports 9.£. 
State Superintendent, 1909-10, 1939-40; State Department of Public 
Instruction, Kansas Fiiuoational Directory. 1941-42, 1949-50. 
CHAPI'ER IV 
GROWTH .OF SCHOOLS IN TOWNS AND CITIES 
Since 1909 the school statistics for one-teacher schools and 
schools in towns and cities have been listed separately. It is the 
purpose of this chapter to cover the growth of both elementary and 
secondary schools in the towns and cities of Ness County, Kansas. A 
brief history of the communities of Ness County will be presented 
before the discussion of their schools is taken up. 
Ness City, the county seat, is ideally situated i t he 
approximate geographical center of the county. This thriving town 
was laid out by Ross Calhoun, October 24, 1878. After a sharp 
contest with Sydney, the county seat was located here in June, 1880, 
though it was not until January 4, 1883, that the Supreme Court of 
Kansas finally settled the matter . In November the county voted 
bonds to help finance the railroad and in January, 1887, the Chicago, 
Kansas and Western Railroad was completed to Ness City.1 
Ness City was organized as a city of the third class in the 
spring of 1886 with Georges. Reid as mayor. Ross Calhoun, who made 
his soldier's filing upon the quarter section embracing the original 
townsite in 1878, is often spoken of as "The Father of Ness City."2 
1. The !i!§.! County News. August 17, 1929 • 
. 2. F.clitor ·of "The Daily World," Chics.go, Book of Ness 
County (Chicagoa c. s. Burch Publishing Company, 1887),p. 5. 
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Ness City has continued to grow and prosper and at the present 
time boasts a population of 1,606 people. Its transportation facilities 
are more than adequate. It is served by two highways, K-96 and u. s. 
283 as well as a branch line of the Santa Fe Railway. 
About a year before the official organization of Ness County, 
the settlers of the Ness City area organized school district No. 14 
and held their election at J. W. Bryant's drugstore on the 19th day 
of December, 1879. 
James Calhoun was chosen chairman ands. R. Ritche, secretary; 
R. W. Nieson was elected director; L. N. Phillips, treasurer; and 
G. H. Smith, clerk. Block No. 19 was also chosen as the location for 
the future schoolhouse. Ross Calhoun donated block No. 19 to school 
district No. 14.3 
John F. Wood taug t the first school in District No. 14 during 
the winter of 1879 and 1880 at $25 per month. This school was held 
in the old courthouse. The next school was taught at the same place 
by Miss M.A. Rockwell. The next teacher in the Ness City school 
after Mias Rockwell was George Grissom, who taught during the winter 
4 of 1881..S2. He was followed by Miss Lucy Forbes as the next teacher. 
On August 9, 1881, an election was held and a $500 bond issue 
was voted to build a new schoolhouse. On the 15th day of December, 
1881, the school board met to open bids for the construction of the 
J. Ness County l!!!!!, February 15, 1932. 
4. li!ll County News, Normal Supplement, June 27, 1896. 
schoolhouse . The bid of Ross Calhoun at $474 was accepted. The 
construction of the schoolhouse was completed on January 4, 1882.5 
The following photograph is that of this school, built at a cost of 
$474 and completed in 1882. 
NESS CITY GRADE SCHOOL, COMPLETED IN 1882 . 
A special election was held in February, 1887, to vote on the 
sale of school block No . 19 (the railroad having condemned 100 feet 
5. The Ness County News, February 15, 19.32. 
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off the south side, spoiling it as a school block). On April 9, 
1887, the school board met at the schoolhouse and sold block No. 19 
tor the sum of $8,594. A special meeting of the voters of district 
No. 14 was held in April to select a new schoolhouse site. Block No. 
5 in the Kenwood Addition to Ness City was selected costing the 
district $1,000. At a special meeting on July 21, 1887, the plans 
and specifications, as presented by L. D. Carpenter, was accepted 
6 and approved. 
NESS CITY GRADE AND HIGH SCHOOL 
ERECTED IN 1887. 
6. ~ - cit. 
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The district board met August 11, 1887, and awarded the contract 
for stone work to Hayward and Oelson, and the carpenter work to the 
Mooreley brothers. The building was to cost $16,000 when completed. 
A bond election was held and bonds were voted in an amount 
sufficient to insure completion of the schoolhouse. The cornerstone 
of the new schoolhouse was laid on October 4, 1887, under the honors 
of the Masonic Lodge.7 
The photograph on the preceding page is that of the high school 
building completed in 1887. This old stone schoolhouse housed the 
school children of Ness City for 45 years before it was condemned as 
unsafe and torn down. It was here that the first high school of 
Ness City was held in 1887. In 1932 the present high school was 
built on the same site as the old schoolhouse. This building housed 
both the grade and high schools until 1941 when the new addition 
was completed. This new addition, erect ed at a cost of $116,374, has 
six classrooms which takes care of the first eight grades, in addition 
to the auditorium. The older section of the building is a three 
story construction containing fourteen classrooms, a bandroom, kitchen 
and two rooms used by the vocational home economics class. 
The vocational agriculture building is located a short distance 
to the rear of the high school. It contains facilities for a class-
room as well as a shop where various aspects of the vocational agri-
culture program are carried on. 
7. ~- ill• 
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PRESENT NESS C TY GRADE AND HIGH SCHOOL 
Ness City•s only parochial school, "Sacred Heart," was estab-
lished in 1928 by people of the Catholic faith. The present school, 
erected in 1928 at a cost of $12,000 contains facilities for the 
first eight grades. In 1948 an auditorium was added to the building 
at a cost of $33,000. The school building has four large classrooms, 
a principal 1s office, and an auditorium with a seating capacity of 
750. "Sacred Heartn enrolls 104 pupils with four teachers employed.8 
8. _ "Records of Sacred Heart School," 1928-50. Office of the 
Principal. 
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SACRED HEART PAROCHIAL GRADE SCHOOL 
The town of Brownell, in the north central part of the county, 
was laid out by the Memphis and Denver Town Company. The town was 
named for a railroad attorney, F. R. Brownell. The Missouri-Pacific 
Railroad came through in the spring of 1887, after having progressed 
as far as McCracken the previous winter. A. C. Bungle was the first 
settler of the community, coming to Brownell in 1875.9 The town 
grew quite rapidly after the railroad was completed and reached its 
peak in 1925 with a population of 202. 
9. County ~, March 7, 1920. 
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The first school which the Brownell children attended was 
located on the northeast corner of the land now owned by z. L. Barnett. 
The first teacher was Miss Sadie Garett.10 
The first school building in Brownell was directly north of 
the present building. It was a one room frame structure. The f irst 
teacher in this building was John Linville. The first school board 
was W. P. Anderson, Mr. Weaver, and William Jones.11 
In 1902 a two story frame building was constructed and used 
as a school building until 1937. At this time a new building was 
erected and used for approximately one year at which time it was 
destroyed by fire. 
The present grade school building was completed in 1938 at 
a cost of $7,500. It is a one story brick structure and accommodates 
the first six grades. The enrollment of this school is 56 with three 
teachers employed. 
In 1912 an unaccredited high school of one year was started 
with Will Robinson as the only instructor. The following year saw 
an accredited two-year course for the high school. It was not until 
1915 that the first four-year high school was instituted. In the 
spring of 1916 the first class was graduated. This class consisted 
10. Civics Class of Brownell High School, "Short History of 
Brownell," January, 1920. 
ll. ~. ill• 
PRESENT BROWNELL GRADE SCHOOL BUILDING ERECTED IN 19.38 
of four memberss Theodore Longstreth, Nell Cress (Wyman), Lucile 
Coughenour (Kiel), and Randall Garrett.12 
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High school classes were held in the old grade school building 
until the present high school building was completed in 1929. The 
present high school building is a one-story brick structure, built 
at a cost of $55,000. It houses the upper six grades and has an 
12. -~. sa. 
6J 
PRESENT HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING IN BROWNELL 
enrollment of 44 with five teachers employed. The building contains 
nine classrooms, an industrial room, and an auditorium with a seating 
capacity of 500. 
Ransom, in the north central section of Ness County, was first 
located on a quarter section of school land which was purchased from 
the state by Gus Fields in 1888. It was sold soon after to William 
A. Ogden who had it platted in 1889 by the Denver and Memphis Town 
Company, naming the town site Ogdenburg in honor of himself. Later 
the name was changed to Ransom. The Missouri-Pacific Railway was 
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built the same year -through Ransom and Ness County. As the community 
of Ransom grew, there was considerable agitation to have the town 
incorporated. On March 8, 1905, by a special act of the Legislature, 
Ransom was incorporated and an election was immediately held with the 
following officers elected: mayor, J. A. Graham; councilman, w. H. 
Barr, L.B. Dubbs, H. T. Leighton, W. F. Scherzinger, and Phillip 
LaPlante.13 
Mosell Mulvaney taught the first school in Ransom in a one 
story frame building located on the approximate site of the present 
grade school building. School was held here from 1885 until 1889.14 
The next school building was built in 1889 being located near 
the present grade school building and was used until the present 
grade school building was completed in 1904. It is used at the 
present time by the Chur h of Christ as their church building. The 
first school teacher to hold school in this building was Mi ss Cora 
Beardslee (Hunt). Other teachers of the early days in Ransom were: 
J.M. Bistline, W. E. Robinson, and Florence LaPlante, now Mrs. w. D. 
Dubbs.15 
The present grade school building was completed in 1902. It 
houses facilities for the first six grades, employs five teachers and 
has an enrollment of 91 students. 
13. Ia! Ness County News, August 17, 1929. 
14. Mrs. E. Miek, Ransom, Kansas. Personal interview, 
March 5, 1950. 
15. Mr. L.A. Dubbs, Ransom, Kansas. Personal interview, 
Ma;rch .3, 1950. 
PRESENT GRADE SCHOOL BUILDING AT RANSOM 
The first high school in Ransom was conducted in the present 
grade school building. The first high school class graduated in 
1913 consisted of four members. These were Gladys Caroll (Bowen), 
Minnie Dubbs (Millbrook), Agnes Dubbs (Hays), and L.A. Dubbs.16 
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The present modern high school building was originally com-
pleted in 1916 with an addition being built to the main building in 
1926. The high school is organized on the 6-2-4 plan with an enrollment 
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PRESENT RAN M HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING 
of 61 in the high school and 33 in the junior high school. The 
present Ransom High School employs five teachers and is an accredited 
Class A high school. 
The high school is a brick, three story building. The first 
floor consists of an industrial arts room, rest rooms and an auditorium 
with a seating capacity of 500. Th~ second and third floors consist 
of eleven classrooms, a study hall and the principa1 1s office. The 
entire building was constructed at a cost of $60,000 to the community. 
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The Ransom Rural High School District has an assessed valuation 
of $1,944,819 with a general school levy of 6.98 mills.17 
Bazine, located in the eastern section of Ness County, is the 
oldest town and township in the county. The town received its name 
at the hands of a French pioneer, who named it in honor of a French 
war marshall.18 Mr. Farnsworth, the first settler, came to Ness 
County in the early spring of 1872, taking government land on which 
he built his dugout. 
The Santa Fe Railway was built through Bazine in 1886. The 
depot was built a half-mile south of old Bazine, and the town was then 
moved to its present site. The railway was the making of the town, 
and Bazine, no longer an inland city, made rapid and progressive 
strides. New houses al1d stores were built, streets were laid out 
and Bazine quickly grew to a recognized trading community. 
The first schoolhouse built in the county was the old Bazine 
schoolhouse which has been described in the prior chapter. This was 
a subscription school as were most of the early school, and con-
tinued to operate until 1879 when school district No. 19 was formed . 
In 1880 a new stone school building was erected directly north of 
the old building. This building served the district for school 
17. State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Kansas 
Educational Directory. 1949-50. 
18. !i!§l! County News, August 17, 1929. 
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purposes until 1911 when the people again felt the need for a larger 
school building. In the spring of 1912 bonds were voted and work was 
begun on a new building on the present site of the present Bazine 
Grade School. When this building was completed it was decided to 
offer a voluntary high school course. Mr. Pettit was the first high 
school professor. As the first high school students did not complete 
their courses here it remained a two-year high school through the 
years 1913 and 1914.19 
In 1915 it was made a four-year high school and the first 
graduates were Mr. Ralph Weaver and Miss Hermine Cornellsen. 
In March, 1917, this building was burned, but bonds were 
immediately voted and work was begun on a new and better building 
which was completed in 1917. As before, both the grade and high 
schools were conducted in he same building. 
High school was voluntarily carried on here until June 20, 
1929, when Bazine Rural High School District was formed. A staff of 
three teachers was hired for the high school and state required 
subjects were introduced. From time to time the staff of teachers 
was increased until 1924 when five teachers were employed.20 
The conmnmity of Bazine again realized the need of better 
schooling, and in March, 1926, $65,000 in bonds were voted to erect 
a new high school. This building, completed in 1927, was erected a 
19. Lee Ferguson, "History of Bazine School District," 19.33. 
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PRESENT BAZINE GRADE SCHOOL BUILDING 
short distance northwest of the old building and is the present high 
school plant. 21 
The old building is still in use as the present grade school 
building. It is a three-story brick building and houses the first 
eight grades. It contains six classrooms, a hot-lunch room and a 
small gymnasium and auditorium. The present grade school enroll-
ment is 75 with six teachers employed. 
21. ~. cit . 
/ 
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PRESENT HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING AT BAZINE 
The Present high school is a two-st ory, red brick building 
that accommodates the upper four grades . I t contains eight class-
rooms, a principal 1s of fice, a st udy hall and an auditorium with a 
seating capacity of approximately 500. There i s also a small industrial 
arts building located in the rear of t he hi gh school . The high school 
enrolls 76 pupils with seven teachers employed. 
The Bazine Rural High School District has a general mill levy 
of 5.47 with an assessed valuation of $3,695,861.22 
22. State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Kansas 
F.ducational Directory. 1949-50. 
ADVENTIST GRADE SCHOOL AT BAZINE 
At Bazine is located the only Adventist Grade School in the 
county. It is a one room frame building that was completed in 1949 
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at a cost of $3,500. It enrolls eleven pupils and employs one teacher. 
This school is located in the northern section of Bazine, approximately 
one-half mile from the present Bazine Grade Scbool. 23 
Beeler, a small village in the southwestern part of the county, 
has a population of approximately sixty people. It is located on a 
23 . Mr . J . Hagelgantz, Bazine, Kansas. Personal interview, 
March 4, 1950. 
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branch line of the Santa Fe Railroad and is a short distance south 
of Highway K-96. As well as can be determined the first settlers to 
locate in this vicinity were Daniel Rimeley, his wife and t heir five 
children. They homesteaded the land where Beeler is now located . 
They arrived here shortly after the Civil War and it was not long 
before the community was growing quite rapidly. The town soon boasted 
three grocery stores, two drug stores, a soft drinks and cigar store 
run by Bert Gee, a negro gentleman, and a hotel. The hotel was a 
large stone building owned by Bolivar Beeler, after whom the town 
was named.24 In 1887 the Santa Fe Railroad was put t hrough, fences 
and roads began to make their appearance and farming assumed a 
marked predominance over cattle raising. 
It was about this time that a young negro lad by the name of 
George Washington Car~ homesteaded ground a short distance south 
of Beeler. He remained here for several years before giving up 
farming and returning east. He made many friends in the community 
and continued to correspond with them until his death several years 
ago.25 
Beeler has continued to decline in size until at the present 
time it is but a mere shell of its former self. The predominance of 
larger cities to the east and west leave little hope that it will 
ever again be much larger than it is at present. 
24. Ness County News, August 17, 1924. 
25. Mr. o. L. Lannen, Ness City, Kansas. Personal interview, 
December 28, 1949. 
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PRESENT GRADE SCHOOL BUILDING AT BEELER 
The first common school in Beeler was held in a one-room frame 
building located near the present grade school building in 1885. The 
name of the first school teacher is unobtainable. The first high 
school was held in the same building as was the grade school. In 1923 
the high school graduated its first class. 
The present grade school and high school buildings ware con-
structed during the depression with the aid of the Federal government. 
Both buildings are rather small but quite adequate for the number of 
pupils enrolled . The grade school, completed in 1938, is a two room 
brick structure . The cost to the district was $10,000 with the 
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PRESENT B ELER HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING 
Federal government furnishing the rest. 26 It houses the first six 
grades and is remarkably equipped for such a small school. The grade 
school enrollment is 34 pupils and it employs two teachers at an 
average monthly salary of $245. 
The high school, completed in 1935, at a cost of $25,000 to 
the community, was also a P. w. A. project.27 It contains six rooms 
26. "Records of the Beeler Schools," 1930-49. Office of the 
Principal. 
27. 12£. ill• 
75 
as well as a rather small auditorium. There are 28 students enrolled 
in high school and 14 in the junior high school. Six teachers are 
employed with an average annual salary of $3 ,200. The enrollment of 
the schools has been steadily decreasing over a period of years, as 
has the population of the community. If the present trend continues 
in the future, there will be little need for conducting a high school 
in ~his cemnnmity. At the present time the assessed valuation of 
the Beeler 'Rural High School District is $2,352,105 with a general 
school levy of 5.32. 28 
Arnold, a small village in the northwestern section of the 
county, has a population of approximately sixty-five. It is located 
on the Missouri-Pacific Railroad and is a short distance north of 
Highway K-4. Arnold has never been much larger than it is at the 
present time, and the facts concerning its early history are very 
obscure . As nearly as can be ascertained Arnold was founded in 1902 
and named after its founder, J. G. Arnold . 29 The community around 
Arnold did not settle rapidly until after the coming of the railroad 
in 1887. Even at this late date the community around Arnold is rather 
sparsely settled with cattle raising a.nd farming being the predomi-
nant, if not the only, occupations. 
The first school conducted in Arnold was in 1908. This school 
was held in a two room frame building located near the present school 
28. State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Kansas 
Educational Directory, 1949-50. 
29. Mr. H. Waltz, Arnold, Kansas. Personal interview, 
March 4, 1950. 
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PRESENT ARNOLD SCHOOL BUILDING 
building. The next school building i n Arnold was compl eted in 1923 
and used for both the grade and high schools.JO Until this building 
was completed there was no high school held in Arnol d . The school 
system is organized on a 8-4 basis with all school being conducted 
in the same building. The grade school enrollment is 49 with three 
teachers employed. The high school employs three teachers and has an 
















e e SU 
a 
an 
3 a: a 
n .:f 66 
Ra.iJ.YJq 
e eo~s all p 
wa e be:;.ng 
:.e ruL. a r 
s, 
le was ever ea A1 e 
e 
32 
.., .. JJI Be e as 
78 
PRESENT UTICA GRADE SCHOOL BUILDING 
Harry Linnville taught the first school in Utica in 1888. 
This school was held in a two story frame building located near t he 
present grade school building.34 The present grade school building, 
a W. P.A. project, was completed in 1936 at a cost of $25,000. It 
is a one story stone building and houses the first eight grades. 
The building contains six spacious classrooms which accommodates the 
95 students quite adequately. In addition to these classrooms it 
34. Mrs. R. T. Barr, Utica, Kansas . Personal interview, 
December 29, 1949. 
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PRESENT HIGH SCHOOL BUILDING AT UTICA 
also contains a small auditorium as well as a bot lunch room. There 
are four teachers employed in addition to the principal. 
The first high school conducted in Utica was in 1911. The 
school was held in the same building as the grade schoolo The upper 
floor served as the high school while the lower floor was occupied 
by the grade school . The first class to be graduated from the Utica 
High School was in 1915 and consisted of the following five members: 
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T. S. Martin, Charles Bovard, otho Clodfelter, Mildred Briggs, and 
Everett Hatton.35 
The present high school building was completed in 1922 at a 
cost of $90,000. It is a one story brick building and houses the 
upper four grades. It has seven classrooms, an industrial arts 
room and an auditorium with a seating capacity of 2,000. The Utica 
Rural High School District has, at the present time, a valuation of 
$1,531,437 and a levy of 7.50 mills. It enrolls 47 pupils with five 
teachers employed. Utica High School has dropped from an accredited 
Class A school in 1948-49 to a Class C school during the school year.36 
This then, is a brief history of the evolution of schools in 
the towns and villages in Ness County. It would seem, at first 
glance, that Ness County is supporting too many high schools for the 
number of pupils enrol ed. However, this subject will be discussed 
at greater length in the following chapter . 
One other item of interest that should be considered in 
connection with the high schools of Ness County is the Western Kansas 
Educational Association. The W.K.E.A., as it is commonly known, had 
its inception in the year 1893 and consisted of the high schools in 
Ness, Lane, Scott, Wichita, and Greeley Counties. The counties were 
so grouped so that railway transportation to the meetings were 
35. Mr. T. S. Martin, Utica, Kansas. Personal interview, 
December 29, 1949. 
36. State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Kansas 
Educational Directory. 1949-50. 
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possible. It was first organized as a district teachers• association 
and was formed for the purpose of furthering the means of education 
in western Kansas. Article II of the W.K.E.A. constitution r eads as 
follows: 
The objects of this association shall be the impr ovement 
of its members in the science and art of teaching, to 
develop a social and fraternal spirit and the diffusion 
of information upon educational subjects among the 
. people • .37 
The meetings were held late in the fall, usually during the 
Thanksgiving week of each year. One of the first activities sponsored 
by the association was a spring track meet. Later a musi c contest 
was added and in 1922 a scholarship contest was added. 
The last meeting of the group as a teachers• association was 
held at Tribune in 1922. Since that time only the contest-sponsoring 
part of the organizatio has been continuea.38 
The present membership of the W.K. E.A. consists of seven 
schools: Leoti, Tribune, Scott City, Dighton, Ness City, Lacrosse 
and Jetmore. The present officers of the association ares president, 
Jess Vague; vice-president, Paul Andree; treasurer, Robert Burnett; 
secretary, Frank Strickler.39 
.37. Constitution of the W.K.E.A., Record .2l the County 
Teachers' Association, 1901, P• 5 • 
.38. Mr. L.A. Dubbs, Ransom, Kansas. Personal interview, 
March 8, 1950 • 
.39. Mr. Paul J. Andree , Ness City, Kansas. Personal inter-
view, December .30, 1949. 
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TABLE VII 
ENROLLMENT OF NESS COUNTY GRADE SCHOOLS* 
Ness 
Year Arnold Bazine Beeler Brownell City Ransom Utica 
1927-28 137 26 46 153 112 86 
1928-29 125 19 125 87 
1929- 30 71 155 39 
1930-31 71 132 41 52 198 67 
1931- 32 82 130 51 60 221 75 100 
1932-33 70 37 33 205 88 
193.3-.34 69 29 221 
1934- 35 61 95 24 32 217 68 69 
1935-36 51 95 27 22 69 81 
19.36-37 70 86 24 33 228 67 97 
19.37-38 52 91 23 42 180 67 86 
1938-39 40 94 27 40 177 ill 76 
1939-40 39 95 33 42 78 
1940-41 40 99 46 156 52 80 
1941-42 45 89 34 34 142 76 81 
1942-4.3 38 87 40 54 139 7'7 92 
1943-44 36 86 41 44 132 74 93 
1944-45 40 74 42 40 142 64 79 
1945-46 43 78 49 43 154 66 77 
8.3 
Ness 
Year Arnold Bazine Beeler Brownell City Ransom Utica 
1946-47 44 72 60 58 181 117 44 
1947-48 46 74 54 48 215 108 93 
1948 ... 49 43 82 54 71 221 77 91 
1949-50 51 76 48 1.3 233 124 95 
*Kansas Department or Public Instruction, Biennial Reports gJ_ 
.1!'!! State Superintendent, 1927-28, 1939-40; State Department of Public 
Instruction, Kansas Educational Directory, 1941-42, 1949.50. 
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TABLE VIII 
ENROLLMENT OF NESS COUNTY HIGH SCHOOLS* 
Ness 




1911-12 6 79 6 
1912-13 14 100 26 8 
1913-14 14 13 96 50 28 
1914-15 13 20 78 53 24 
1915-16 12 19 74 54 23 
1916-17 17 18 70 49 26 
1917-18 21 24 78 56 .33 
1918-19 21 23 70 48 35 
1919-20 15 24 16 3 71 41 34 
1920-21 22 35 20 10 93 36 41 
1921-22 24 41 31 13 109 48 39 
1922-23 37 46 38 20 126 48 53 
1923--24 34 51 .38 18 115 64 54 
1924-25 45 61 47 19 112 64 50 
1925-26 58 64 57 23 126 73 69 
1926-27 53 75 54 30 133 78 52 
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Ness 
Year Arnold Bazine Brownell Beeler City Ransom Utica 
1927-28 81 42 45 ·127 8.3 60 
1928-29 88 .36 47 127 88 6.3 
1929-30 36 100 30 48 114 97 61 
1930-31 43 113 30 36 123 106 69 
1931-32 37 123 45 38 133 100 76 
1932•.33 36 113 39 39 170 84 63 
1933-34 17 117 50 40 180 108 62 
1934 .. 35 30 125 55 40 176 103 60 
1935-36 32 116 52 44 171 108 62 
1936-37 40 118 50 43 176 79 58 
1937-.38 .36 111 .39 43 190 95 70 
1938-39 36 98 37 44 175 91 57 
1939-40 36 98 36 41 174 80 68 
1940-41 37 34 35 2(17 85 71 
1941-42 33 88 37 31 110 61 
1942-43 28 94 27 34 175 81 49 
1943-44 27 78 21 30 161 59 
1944-45 26 75 30 .31 142 86 62 
1945-46 21 78 40 32 146 55 70 
1946-47 25 72 30 40 142 57 61 






















~ansas Department of Public Instruction, Biennial Reports 2!: 
State Superintendent, 1908-1909, 1939-40; State Department of 
Public Instruction, Kansas Educational Directory. 1941-42, 1949-50. 
CHAPI'ER V 
THE MODERN HIGH SCHOOL 
The primary responsibility of any board of education is to 
provide the best possible educational opportunities from kinder-
garten through the senior high school for every boy and girl enrolled. 
It is because of this fact that certain far-sighted individuals in 
Ness County ar~ advocating a program of consolidation for several of 
the high schools of the county. 
Several of the towns of the county have reached a period of 
stationary or declining population and in terms of enrollment the 
school systems may be expected to experience a gradual decline for 
some years in the future. 
At the present time Ness County maintains seven high schools 
with a total enrollment of 419 pupils. The enrollment and classi-
fication of the high schools are as follows: (Upper four grades) 
Name Enrollment Classification 
Arnold 22 C 
Bazine 76 A 
Beeler 28 C 
Brownell 28 C 
Ness City 157 A 
Ransom 61 A 
Utica 47 C 
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It is quite evident, from a survey of the figures, that the 
enrollment does not justify the existence of several of the high 
schools in the county. Many economies and educational advantages 
could be affected if a program of consolidation were instituted and 
carried through. In an article written by T. C. Holy for the American 
School~ Journal, he lists several benefits that would accrue if 
school units were increased in size. Among these are the following,1 
1. Reduced general control cost and overhead costs. 
2. With larger administrative units, a board of education 
is able to pay a higher salary to its superintendent 
and should, therefore, attract better qualified persons 
for the position. 
3. Larger school districts have larger schools . The per-
pupil costs in these are lower and educational offering 
more satisfactory. 
4. Better school services, such as health, guidance, 
vocational oppo tunities, and supervision can be pro-
vided in larger administrative units . 
5. Economies can be effected by purchasing supplies in 
larger quantities. 
6. Transportation in larger units can be carr ied on more 
economically. 
There have been a number of proposed consolidation schemes 
for the high schools of the county, but none have ever met with any 
degree of success. This lack of success may be attributable to 
several factors, but primarily the reason is the lack of understanding 
1. T. c. Holy, "The Reorganization of School Districts," 
American School~ Journal, ll0:.39-41, April, 1945. 
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of the advantages that would accrue to the students, as well as the 
desire for local autonomy on the pe.rt of the indirtduals towns. 
One of the more recent proposals was that of a county high 
school located at Ness City. It was pointed out that not only would 
the students benefit tremendously, but also no student would be 
required to travel over 25 miles to school. While this proposal 
would appear feasible on the surface, it definitely is not at the 
present time or for some time in the future . To begin with, the 
people of the county are not ready for it. The roads of the county, 
as well as the immense building it would necessitate, also constitute 
serious obstacles to the proposal . The disadvantages outweigh the 
advantages at the present time for a county high school. 
Any program of consolidation must necessarily be a gradual 
process, beginning prefe ably with the smaller schools of the county. 
If this can be accomplished with the goodwill of the people, it may 
be possible in the future to eliminate all but two or three centrally 
located high schools. 
A program that would _be feasible at the present time is one 
that would eliminate the three smallest high schools of the county. 
These three schools could easily consolidate with several other 
schools in the county without necessitating any appreciable increase 
in the cost of the resulting schools, either through a building pro-
gram or by increasing the number of teachers employed . While it is 
true that some increase in costs would necessarily arise, they would 
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more than be offset by the rise in valuation of the districts to say 
nothing of the advantages accruing to the students. 
The plan advanced here is one in which the high school district 
of Brownell, enrolling 28 students, would be divided between the 
districts of Bazine and Ransom. Either of these two schools could 
accommodate approximately fifteen additional students quite easily. 
The_ transportation problem could be worked out quite easily as 
Brownell is located approximately twelve miles from both Bazine or 
Ransom. 
The Arnold High School, enrolling 22 students , could be con-
solidated with the Utica High School which is located only six miles 
weet of Arnold. The school plant at Utica has enough excess capacity 
to accommodate these additional 22 students very easily. 
The Beeler High School, located 15 miles west of Ness City, 
would cause more of a problem in consolidating with the Ness City 
school. The Ness City High School is overcrowded at the present 
time, and an influx of 28 additional students would certainly make 
the situation much worse. If these two schools were consolidated it 
would necessitate a building program of some type on the part of the 
Ness City High School. This, in itself, does not create the problem 
that it appears on the surface. The high school is overcrowded at 
present and a building program will be necessary in a few years. The 
addition of students from Beeler High School would, at the most, 
simply step up the program that must eventually come, by a few years . 
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It would seem, then, that the abolishment of three of the 
county's high schools could be accomplished with relative ease. Such 
is not the case, however. Much serious thought must be given to 
such a move, and there are many aspects to be investigated. There is 
tha legal side of the question to be investigated as well as trans-
portation problems, dividing of the school districts, general school 
levy, type of organization, number of teachers, and other problems 
incidental to consolidation. However, complex as these problems may 
seem, they would be overshadowed by the advantages accruing to the 
students and the economies thus affected. 
If such a program of consolidation was achieved the enroll-
ment of the tour remaining high schools would be approximately as 











With the increased enrollment as well as the increase in 
valuation, the high schools of the county could conduct an enlarged 
and improved program of education. 
Such a program of consolidation seems not only desirable but 
entirely practical. The physical obstructions to such a program 
could be overcome without an undue amount of trouble, but the people 
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themselves constitute the main stumbling block in such a plan. 
Numerous arguments against consolidation are offered, among the most 
potent are the insistent demands for local autonomy. The general 
complaint is that the small towns and villages will lose their real 
community life. ffllile this argument is undoubtedly valid, it is a 
matter of choice between maintaining this community life with the 
existing schools or giving the boys and girls of the community a 
chance for better educational opportunities through a program of 
consolidation. 
F. E. Bolton, in an article written for the American School 
Journal, states that approximately ten per cent of all high 
schools in the United States have an enrollment of between 100 and 
125. He believes that while a school with this enrollment is too 
small for ideal efficiency, it is large enough to offer superior 
advantages in most high school functions. He also states that most 
high schools with fewer than 75 pupils should be consolidated into 
2 larger units. 
While this proposed plan of consolidation for the three 
smallest schools of the county is purely tentative, it is believed 
that it is a step in the right direction. Undwbtedly any program 
of consolidation in Ness County must be a gradual and evolutionary 
2. F. E. Bolton, "Importance of the Village Center in School 
Consolidation,• American School Board Journal. 112:33-34, January, 
1946. 
process. By making an initial start with several of the small 
schools, it is hoped that an ultimate objective of perhaps one or 
two community high schools may eventually be realized. 
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CHAPI'ER VI 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The early history of Ness County is more or less under a 
cloud of uncertainty, for a false start was made in county organi-
zation and the work had to be done over again. It is not definitely 
known whether the attempt to organize the county with insufficient 
population was dishonest, or that the organization was simply a mis-
guided effort to develop the county as rapidly as possible . Be that 
as it may, the history of the first organization of Ness County is 
somewhat similar to that of other Kansas counties and the suspicion 
arises that it was a case of Ness County being the one that was 
discovered while others, developing on the same plan, proceeded with 
their organization. 
After the final organization of the county in 1880, there 
ensued, as was the usual ease in many of the counties, a bitter 
battle over which town would have the privilege of being designated 
the county seat. Sydney and Ness City were the principal towns in 
this battle, and it was not until the Supreme Court had confirmed 
this election that Ness City officially became the county seat. 
Ness County settled from east to west along the valley of 
Walnut Creek. Bazine, in the eastern part of the county, was the 
site of the earliest settlement, and it was here that much of Ness 
County's early history was made. . ., 
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Agricultµre has always been the chief occupation of the 
inhabitants of the cowity, although there has been a change from the 
growing of cereal crops during the earlier days to the growing of 
winter wheat. At one time Ness City was the proud possessor of both 
a roller mill and a sugar mill. Within the last two decades there 
has been considerable oil development in the county, but it has 
remained secondary to agriculture in the industries of the county. 
At the present time there are seven towns and villages in 
Ness County, with Ness City occupying the predominant position. It 
has a population of 1,606 and a school enrollment of 384. The 
remainder or the villages in the cowity are considerably smaller, 
the largest being Bazine with a population of 430 and a school 
enrollment of 152. 
Earlier in this study a short history of the towns and villages 
was presented in the hope that it will give the reader a better under• 
standing of the background of the educational system of the county. 
The first concern of the pioneers, after establishing some 
sort of shelter, was the education of their children. The first 
schools were held wherever a vacant room or building could be located. 
Usually the first schoolhouses were "soddies" or dugouts. The early 
teachers were individuals of the female sex, unmarried and who 
' happened to have the bare essentials of the 3-R's. There were no 
qualifications, as such, for the teacher until later years. 
The curriculum of the early schools was usually determined by 
the teacher, depending upon the scope of her education or experiences. 
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The school term seldom, if ever, lasted more than a few months. The 
reimbursement of the early teacher was from subscription; the parents 
were usually assessed one dollar or more for each child in school 0 
Many of these subscription schools existed as late as the 
early 1900 1 s. The first district organized was in 1879. By 1889 
all of the land in Ness County had been organized into districts, and 
a peak of 74 organized districts existed that year. 
It was about this time that the people of the county became 
conscious of the shortcoming of their schools, and t here began a 
movement for better schools, better qualified teachers longer terms 
of school, and an enlarged curriculumo The Ness County Teachers• 
Association was formed in 1889, its purpose being to further the 
means of education in the county. The first Normal Institute of 
Ness County was held in 1884 under the direction of Superintendent 
Carpenter. 
There had been considerable agitation over a period of years 
for a reduction in the number of organized school districts. The 
number of districts was· finally reduced to sixty-nine by the end of 
1945. Under the Reorgani.zation Laws of 1945 and 1947, the number of 
districts was reduced to sixteen, which is the number of organized 
districts at present. 
The establishment of the first high school in Ness County was 
in Ness City in 1887. The other towns of Ness County established 
their high schools at later dates, with Arnold being the latest in 
1921. The early offerings of the high schools were quite meager, 
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usually increasing as the number of pupils increased. The schools 
all followed the same pattern of evolving from a one-year course 
offering to a full four-year course high school. The first high 
schools of the county followed a rather traditional course, as did 
other high schools all over the country. These rather narrow and 
traditional courses served one main purpose, that of preparing students 
for college. It was not until after the turn of the century that the 
curriculum was broadened sufficiently to benefit those students not 
desiring to go to college. Today all of the high schools offer such 
practical courses as home economics, manual training, and nommerce. 
The high schools at Bazine and Ness City also offer a course in· 
vocational agriculture. 
The high schools of the county are all relatively new buildings. 
With the exception of Ness City, the buildings are large enough to 
handle their enrollment quite adequately. The new addition to the 
Ness City school has done much to relieve the crowded condition, but 
it still leaves much to be desired. 
The school at Ness City, because of its larger size and 
valuation, offers a greater variety of courses than do the other 
high schools of the county. The three schools of the county with an 
enrollment of less than thirty are hampered in their curriculum 
offerings by the scarcity of students. Consolidation in these small 
schools does not appear likely in the near future. By consolidating 
several of the small schools, many possible economies could be 
affected, as well as providing a more diversified curriculum and 
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richer experiences for the pupils. The main stumbling block toward 
a program of consolidation is ' the small towns themselves. They seem 
to fear losing some of their autonomy, which is in itself quite a 
pertinent argument, for the schools seem to be the last string 
holding several of these small t _owns together. 
There has been considerable change in both teacher quali-
fications and teacher salaries during the period covered by this 
study. The early teachers needed no special qualifications whatsoever. 
After the Office of County Superintendent was established , teacher's 
certificates were issued by the County Superintendent , t he only 
qualification being that of completing the eighth grade and attending 
, the county institute. It was not at all uncommon to see a graduate 
of the eighth grade return to the same school, as the teacher, for 
the next school term. 
The salaries of the early teachers were more or less commen-
surate with their qualifications or abilities. It does seem, however, 
that over a period of years, teachers• salaries have not kept pace 
with changing economic and social conditions. If there is a decided 
drop in the revenue of a community, teachers• salaries are one of the 
first expenditures to be curtailed. At the present time the salaries 
of teachers bas reached an all time peak. This is attributable not 
only to the increased prosperity of the country but also to better 
organization and training on the part of teachers themselves. 
It seems that in the last few years the high schools have 
developed an extensive program of extra-curricular act'i vi ties• This 
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naturally meets with the full approval of the students, but there 
are some teachers and administrators that believe it detracts from 
the educational program. Whether or not this is the case, it does 
seem to occupy a portion of the teacher's time that could be better 
spent in activities of a more scholastic nature. 
Thd.s, then, is the evolution of schoois in Ness County, Kansas. 
It covers the period from 1878, a few years before the official organi-
zation of the county, to the present time. The schools have shown 
remarkable progress, especially the elementary schools within the last 
few years. The future will doubtless see many more i mprov ments and 




ADMINISTRATORS OF RURAL HIGH SCHOOL 2, UTICA* 
Held its first election August 1, 1920. Elected as its first 
school board William Peters, J. H. Skillen and w. S. Whitney. 
Year Principal Salary 
1920-21 Glenn Hays $189 
1921-22 Glenn Hays $200 
1922-23 Glenn Hays $200 
1923-24 Glenn Hays $200 
1924-25 L. D. Reynold $160 
1925-26 L. Goodrich $188 
1926-27 Roy Bollinger $1620 
1927-28 Roy Bollinger $1710 
1928-29 Addie E. Aiken $130 
1929-30 Clarence Mulkey $150 
19.30-31 Clarence Mulkey $150 
1931-32 Glenn Hays $235 
1932-.33 Glenn Hays $200 
1933-34 Glenn Hays $150 
1934-35 Robert Burnett $120 
1935-36 Robert Burnett $150 
1936-37 Robert Burnett $152 
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Year Principal Salary 
19.37-38 Robert Burnett $160 
1938-.39 Robert Burnett $175 
19.39-40 Paul Dick $155 
1940-41 Paul Dick $166 
1941-42 Paul Dick $18.3 
1942-4.3 Paul Dick $2000 
1943-44 Paul Dick $2650 
1944-45 Paul Dick $.333 
1945-46 Clay Brown $271 
1946-47 Clay Brown $.3500 
1947-JJ!, Clay Brown $.3600 
19/J!,-49 Paul H. Shire $380 
1949-50 Frank C. Wagaman $4000 
*Ness County Superintendent of Public Instruction, "Annual 
Report of School District Clerks," 1920-1950. 
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TABLE X 
ADMINIS?RATORS OF NESS CITY SCHOOLS* 
Year Superintendent Principal 
1887-88 J.E. Williams 
1888-89 J.E. Williams 
1889-90 J.E. Williams 
1890-91 Porter Young 
1891-92 Porter Young 
1892-93 Porter Young 
1893-94 Porter Young 
1894-95 Porter Young 
1895-96 Porter Young 
1896-97 Porter Young 
1897-98 Porter Young 
1898-99 Charles B. Taylor 
1899-1900 Charles B. Taylor 
1900-01 H. I. Floyd 
1901-02 H. I. Floyd 
1902-03 H. I. Floyd 
190.3-04 Charles B. Taylor 
1904-05 Charles B. Taylor 
1905-06 Charles B. Taylor 
1906-07 W. F. Clark 
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Year Superintendent Principal 
1907-08 c. L. Williams 
1908-09 c. L. Williams 
1909-10 c. L. Williams 
1910-ll J.E. Cook 
1911-12 J • E. Cook 
1912-lJ J.E. Cook 
191.3-14 J • E. Cook 
1914-15 J.E. Cook 
1915-16 J. E. Cook 
1916-17 J. E. Cook 
1917-18 J. E. Cook 
1918-19 o. J. Wier 
1919-20 o. J. Wier 
1920-21 Merrill H. Templeton 
1921-22 Merrill H. Templeton 
1922-2.3 Merrill H. Templeton 
1923-24 Merrill H. Templeton 
1924-25 Merrill H. Templeton 
1925-26 Merrill H. Templeton S. H. Coffman 
1926-27 Merrill H. Templeton s. H. Coffman 
1927-28 L. L. Thompson M. V. Holm 
1928-29 L. L. Thompson M. V. Holm 
10.5 
Year Superintendent Principal 
1929-30 L. L. Thompson M. V. Holm 
1930-.31 L. L. Thompson Lowell E. Bailey 
1931-32 L. L. Thompson Lowell E. Bailey 
1932-33 L. L. Thompson Lowell E. Bailey 
19.33-34 L. L. Thompson Lowell E. Bailey 
1934-35 L. L. Thompson Lowell E. Bailey 
1935-36 L. L. Thompson Lowell E. Bailey 
1936-37 H. E. Farquharson H. E. George 
1937-38 Ralph E. Young Harry Rigby 
1938-39 Ralph E. Young Clarence Craft 
1939-40 Ralph E. Young Harry Rigby 
1940-41 Clair Bondurant Harry Rigby 
_/ 
1941-42 Lowell O. Yasmer Dean Carr 
1942-43 Lowell O. Yasmer Geraldine Gosch 
1943-44 Lowell O. Yasmer Robert Richards 
1944-45 Lowell O. Yasmer Helen Crews 
1945-46 Lowell o. Yasmer Adelaide Regnier 
1946-47 George Adams Paul Allison 
1947-i.B John Campbell Ralph F.dwards 
194i3-49 John Campbell Ralph J!.klwards 
1949-50 Paul H. Andree Clay Brown 
*Ness County Superintendent of Public Instruction, "Annual 
Report of School District Clerks," 1887-1950. 
• TABLE XI 
ADMINISTRATORS OF RURAL HIGH SCHOOL 1, BROWNELL* 
Held its first election May 1, 1920, and elected as its first 
school board L. L. Adkinson, Carl Newcomer, and W. E. Wray. 
Year Principal Salary 
1920-21 Raymond James $222 
1921-22 Raymond James $222 
1922-23 Harry B. Olson $240 
1923-24 Harry B. Olson $222 
1924-25 Harry B. Olson $225 
1925-26 Harry B. Olson $225 
1926-27 Harry B. Olson $2000 
1927-28 Mrs. George Nickel $1800 
1928-29 M. v. Beason $200 
1929-30 M. V. Beason $211 
19.30-.31 M. v. Beason $222 
1931-.32 M. v. Beason $222 
19.32-3.3 M. v. Beason $200 
19.33-.34 M. V. Beason $150 
1934-35 M. V. Beason $175 
1935-36 Admund Gibson $145 
19.36-.37 Admund Gibson $150 
1 7 
Year Principal Salary 
1937-.38 Thomas J. Richards $150 
1938-.39 Thomas J. Richards 165 
1939-40 Thomas J. Richards 165 
1940-41 • R. Huckreide 1600 
1941-42 • H. Huckreide 170 
1942-4.3 w. H. Huckreide .2000 
1943-44 w. H. Huckreide 2600 
1944-45 George W. Adams 225 
1945-46 George . Adams 3000 
1946-47 Frank T. illiams $3000 
1947-48 Frank T • Williams $3000 
1948-49 Earl G. Sch--.rartzkopf 360 
1949- ;0 Earl G. Schwartzkopf 
(Superintendent) 
-Ness County Superintendent of Public Instruction, '!umual 
Report of School District Clerks," 1920-1950. 
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TABLE XII 
ADMINISTRATORS OF RURAL HIGH SCHOOL 4, BAZINE* 
Held its election on July 23, 1921, and elected-as its first 
school board Georges. Stullken, Martin Cornelssen, and A. R. Antenen. 
Year Principal Salary 
1921-22 Frank Curtis $225 
1922-23 P. J. Martin $200 
1923-24 P. J. Martin $200 
1924-25 P. J. Martin $200 
1925-26 P. J. Martin $200 
1926-27 P. J. Martin $200 
1927-28 W. E. Stone $200 
1928-29 W. H. Skinner $222 
1929-30 W. H. Skinner $230 
1930-31 w. H. Skinner $210 
1931-32 w. H. Skinner $210 
1932-3.3 S. M. Rinehart $190 
1933-.34 S. M. Rinehart $150 
1934-.35 s. M. Rinehart $150 
1935-.36 S. M. Rinehart $150 
1936-37 s. M. Rinehart #150 
19.37-38 s. M. Rinehart $175 
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Year Principal Salary 
1938-39 Paul H. Andree $200 
1939-40 Paul H. Andree $200 
1940-41 Paul H. Andree $200 
1941-42 Paul H. Andree $200 
1942-4.3 Paul H. Andree $2550 
194.3-44 Paul H. Andree $.3000 
1944-45 Paul H. Andree $JOO 
1945-46 William McMullen $.300 
1946-47 William McMullen $300 
1947-1.+B William McMullen $300 
1948-49 illiam McMullen $300 
1949-50 William McMullen $4.360 
*Ness County Superintendent of Public Instruction, "Annual 
Report of School District Clerks," 1921-1950. 
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TABLE XIII 
ADMINISTRATORS OF RURAL HIGH SCHOOL 3, RANSOM* 
Elected as its first school board on November 12, 1920, Mrs. 
George Schoeppel, Mrs. Lawrence Miller and Clinton Scherzinger. 
Year Principal Salary 
1921-22 Clarence o. Douglas $222 
1922-23 c. L. Williams $222 
192.3-24 C. L. Williams $222 
1924-25 F. W. Lannen $222 
1925-26 F. W. Lennen $222 
1926-27 c. • Williams $230 
1927-28 c. L. Williams $230 
1928-29 C. L. Williams $244 
1929-30 c. L. Williams $250 
1930-31 Paul H. Andree $225 
19.31-.32 Paul H. Andree $200 
1932-3.3 Paul H. Andree $150 
19.33-.34 Paul H. Andree $150 
1934-35 Paul H. Andree $150 
19.35-.36 Paul H. Andree $150 
19.36-.37 Paul H. Andree $150 
19.37-.38 W. A. Bollinger $150 
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Year Principal Salary 
19.38-.39 w. A. Bollinger $165 
19.39-40 w. A. Bollinger $170 
1940-41 W. A. Bollinger $175 
1941-42 W. A. Bollinger $180 
1942-4.3 W. A. Bollinger $2000 
194.3-44 w. A. Bollinger $2650 
1944-45 \i. A. Bollinger $250 
1945-46 w. A. Bollinger $291 
1946-47 Ellis Balaun $.3700 
1947-48 H. S. Lippert $4200 
1948-49 H. S. Lippert $420 · 
1949-50 Herbert Barkley $4000 
*Ness County Superintendent of Public Instruction, "Annual 
Report of School District Clerks," 1921-1950. 
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TABLE XIV 
ADMINISTRATORS OF UNION 1, ARNOLD* 
Union District 1 is a consolidation of Districts No. 25, 61, 
63, and 81. First officers of Union 1 were elected May 26, 1919. 
They were Julius Huxman, H. A. J. Coppins, and Roy Humphrey. 
Year Principal Salary 
1919-20 Glen T. MoPheron $100 
1920-21 Glen T. McPheron $133 
1921-22 Glen T. McPheron $177 
1922-23 L.A. Dubbs $222 
1923-24 L. A. Dubbs $200 
1924- 25 Frances Morse $200 
1925-26 L. A. Dubbs $227 
1926-27 F. W. Lennen $2000 
1927-28 Margaret Lovitt $125 
1928-29 Lucy Wallace $ 90 
1929-30 Walter Bollinger $200 
1930-31 Walter Bollinger $200 
1931-32 Walter Bollinger $215 
1932--33 Walter Bollinger $175 
1933-34 P. Jamison $125 
1934-35 P. Jamison $125 
11~ 
Year Principal Salary 
1935-.36 P. Jamison $125 
1936-37 Owen D. Wiggans $115 
1937-38 Owen D. Wiggans $115 
1938-.39 Owen D. Wiggans $150 
1939-40 Lloyd Jamison $160 
194D-41 Lloyd Jamison $165 
1941-42 Lloyd Jamison $165 
1942-4.3 Lloyd Jamison $2000 
194.3-44 Francis H. Rhine $2400 
1944-45 Truman E. Hayes $311 
1945-46 D. A. McKnight $300 
1946-47 James A. Crabtree $3200 
1947-48 James A. Crabtree $3400 
1948-49 James A. Crabtree $360 
1949-50 Edwin Dumler $3400 
*Ness County Superintendent of Public Instruction, "Annual 
Report of School District Clerks," 1919-1950. 
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TABLE XV 
ADMINISTRATORS OF RURAL HIGH SCHOOL 5, BEELER* 
Held its election August ll, 1923, and elected as its first 
school board George Stiawalt, Kelsey Shover, and D1on J. Borthwick. 
Year Principal Salary 
1923-24 George Marquardt $200 
1924-25 Geerge Marquardt $200 
1925-26 Ray Starkey $200 
1926-27 L.A. Dubbs $2500 
1927-28 L.A. Dubbs $2300 
1928-29 • A. Dubbs $252 
1929-30 L.A. Dubbs $275 
1930-31 L. A. Dubbs $275 
1931-32 Nova G. Moody $211 
1932-33 Nova G. Moody $180 
1933-34 Nova G. Moody $125 
19.34-35 Nova G. Moody $125 
1935-.36 Henry Elias $120 
1936-37 Henry Elias $120 
1937-38 Henry Elias $130 
1938-39 Henry Elias $150 
1939-40 Roy Bollinger $150 
ll5 
Year Principal Salary 
1940-41 Roy Bollinger $150 
1941-42 Roy Bollinger $170 
1942-43 Roy Bollinger $175 
1943-44 Roy Bollinger $2300 
1944-45 Roy Bollinger $300 
1945-46 Roy Bollinger $.300 
1946-47 Roy Bollinger $3200 
1947-413 Roy Bollinger $.3200 
1948-49 Roy Bollinger $360 
1949-50 c. o. Sterba $4000 
*Ness County Superintendent of Public Instruction, "Annual 
Report of School District Clerks," 1923-1950. 
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TABLE XVI 
SACRED HEART SCHOOL STATISTICS* 
Average Monthly 
No. of No. of Salary 
Year Principal Pupils Teachers of Teachers 
1934-35 Sister Caroletta 132 4 $ 40 
1935-36 Sister Caroletta 127 4 $ 40 
1936-37 Sister Caroletta 113 4 $ 40 
1937-38 Sister Caroletta 110 4 $ 40 
1938-39 Sister Mary Gertrude 121 4 $ 40 
1939-40 Sister Mary Dorothy ll5 4 $ 40 
1940-41 Sister Mary Dorothy 134 4 $ 40 
1941-42 Sister Mary rothy 125 4 $ 40 
1942-43 Sister Mary Dorothy 121 4 $ 40 
1943-44 Sister Mary Dorothy 120 4 $ 45 
1944-45 Sister Caroletta 115 4 $ 45 
1945-46 Sister Caroletta 120 4 $ 45 
1946-47 Sister Caroletta 118 4 $ 45 
1947-JJ3 Sister Caroletta 105 4 $ 50 
19/J3-49 Sister Caroletta 105 4 $ 50 
1949-50 Sister Caroletta 105 4 $ 50 
*Ness County Superintendent of Public Instruction, "Annual 
Report of School District Clerks," 1935-1950. 
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